
Keegan Goes for Fifth Straight!

No PGA professional has ever won the same event five times in a row. Keegan 
Bradley has that chance with a win at this year’s CVS Health Charity Classic. 

He won his first two with friend and schoolmate Jon Curran, and has won the last 
two years with Billy Andrade and Brooke Henderson as partners.

Allison Paik and Mason Gilman 
Win R.I. H.S. Championship’s
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FREE CUSTOM FITTINGS IN-STORE!
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• FULL SWING TECHNOLOGY  • CERTIFIED FITTING EXPERTS • COMPLETE SET CUSTOMIZATION • UNDERSTAND YOUR GAME BETTER

Visit us online @ worldwidegolfshops.com
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 60 Freeway Dr 
 (401) 467-8740
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 (508) 407-7692
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(860) 522-6829
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(781) 848-9777

Some of the biggest names in 
golf come to Rhode Island 
when the CVS Health Charity 

Classic Event Series returns June 
20 – 24. The CVS Health Charity 
Classic continues to be the largest 
charitable event in Rhode Island, 
donating more than $22 million 
to nonprofits across Southern 
New England s ince 1999.  
   “We are proud to celebrate 
21 years of giving back to the 
local community through the 
efforts of the CVS Health Charity 
Classic,” said Larry Merlo, 
President & CEO of CVS Health. 
“The continued dedication of 
our supplier partners, Crave RI 
partners, and the professional 
golfers who take time out of 
their season to give back is 

always humbling to experience.”  
   This year’s golf tournament 
format will continue the one-day 
style tournament featuring 18 
of the nation’s top golfers. On 
Monday, June 24, six PGA TOUR, 
six PGA TOUR Champions and 
six LPGA Tour professionals will 
hit the greens of Rhode Island 

Country Club in teams of three. 
Each team will consist of one 
player from each respective Tour. 
The top two scores from each hole 
per team will be counted toward 
its final score. The team with the 
lowest score at the end of 18 holes 
will be named the Champions 
of the 2019 Charity Classic.  
    Team pairings will be released 
via the CVS Health Charity 
Classic social media platforms 
as the event draws closer. Follow 
@CVSClassicGolf to stay up 
to date. Golf pros joining the 
tournament Co-Hosts, Brad 
Faxon and Billy Andrade will 
be fan favorites Keegan Bradley, 
Morgan Pressel, Billy Horschel, 
and Lydia Ko. Newcomers Max 
Homa and Darren Clarke will 

also be competing in their first 
CVS Health Charity Classic. 

CVS Health Charity Classic Announces 2019 Event Details
The event series celebrates $22 million in support to Southern New England charities 

4-Time Champion 
Keegan Bradley

Remaining field 

and pairings for the 

CVS Health Charity 

Classic will be sent 

to SNEG subscribers 

when announced on 

June 11th.

By BRUCE VITTNERCHARITY GOLF

https://www.worldwidegolfshops.com
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FROM THE EDITOR

Well here we go. This is the 
first ever online-only issue 
in the history of Southern 

New England Golfer and before that 
Ocean State Golf. Twenty-nine years of 
sending the files off to the printer and 
waiting three days to get it back and 
start delivering it to over 200 courses, 
driving ranges, golf stores and grocery 
stores.
   I won’t miss the wait. I won’t miss 
driving in traffic with a trunk load of 
papers to deliver to places that only I 
felt I should go. What I know already 
is what the final paper looks like. My 
graphic designer and I went through 
each page. We don’t have to worry 
about paper problems and logistical 
problems. We hit one button and viola; 
the paper was in your inbox.
If it didn’t get to your inbox from us, 
please subscribe by going to www.
snegolfer.com and hitting the button 
to subscribe. It takes less than a minute 
and there never will be a charge. If fact 
we are doing raffles for subscribers with 
many prizes including a Sky Caddie 
Range Finder.    
   June continues to be my favorite time 
of the year for watching golfers in our 

area. How lucky we are to have the best 
amateurs in the world playing in the 
Northeast Amateur at Wannamoisett 
Country Club in East Providence, The 
Travelers Championship in Cromwell, 
Ct., and 18 of the top men’s and 
women’s and senior professional golfers 
playing at Rhode Island Country Club 
as part of the CVS Health Charity 
Classic on June 24.
   Keegan Bradley was our pick for 
cover. He will be trying to win a record-
breaking fifth straight championship 
at a PGA-sanctioned event. Mason 
Gilman, a senior at Middletown H.S. 
earned our small cover shot for winning 
the Rhode Island H.S. Championship 
after finishing second last year. Also, 
congratulations to Wheeler School 
for winning the team title. Dave 
Adamonis, Jr. does a good job with 
the story and also read his Junior Golf 
column on pages 12 and 13.
   Bruce Berlet is the guru of golfing 
news in Connecticut and he sends me 
much more information than I could 
ever print in the paper. We’ve solved 
the problem by putting his complete 
notes on our online issue, as it doesn’t 
cost more for more pages. You can visit 

the website at www.snegolfer.com. It 
is also a great idea to send a link to 
the paper to friends and golfers who 
you think might enjoy reading about 
our local golf. We have been doing 
it for 29 years, so we must be doing 
something right.   
   We have a travel feature on Brunswick, 
N.C. from Katharine Dyson on page 
22. This reporter got to visit the Club 
at New Seabury on the Cape and that 
story is on page 32. 
   There are many golf tournaments 
that we just can’t cover, but we will try 
to keep you posted on our website. It’s 
always good to see your name in print, 
and we will try to highlight as many 
events as possible.
   Please make it a point to get to 
one or all of these high profile local 
tournaments if possible this month. 
You will have a great time and see some 
great golf. Visit our website often as 
we try to keep you posted with what’s 
happening in our golf world between 
now and our next issue on July 29. 
Keep your head down and swing easy.
Bruce Vittner is the publisher/editor of 
Southern New England Golfer and can 
be reached at bruce@snegolfer.com.  

*Junior Executive U-35 Seven Day Membership $950
*PC Athletic Department discounted golf vouchers visit our website 
www.cranstoncc.com
*2019 Tournament Dates Available---Call for 2020 League Openings
*Modern & Luxurious Wedding and Banquet Facilities serving up to 
250 guests
**Book your tee time online @ www.cranstoncc.com 

For tee times and more information please visit our 
website at www.cranstoncc.com

Cranston
Country Club
“Your home for
championship golf,
modern and luxurious
banguet facilities and  rst rate service!”

69 Burlingame Road • Cranston, RI 02921  
401-826-1683 • Ext #2 for tee times     

1. Who was the first U.S. Women’ 
Open winner?

2. Who was the first amateur to 
win the U.S. Open?

3. What golfer invented the sand 
wedge?

4. What is the name of the bridge 
across the water to number 15 
at Augusta National?

5. What was Nancy Lopez’s first 
major?

6. What year?
7. What two golfing stars have 

signature courses at “The 
Villages”?

8. Who designed New England 
Country Club?

9. Who won five Vardon Trophies 
during the 1960s?

Answer:
1. Patty Berg
2. Francis Ouimet?
3. Gene Sarazen
4. Sarazen Bridge
5. LPGA Championship
6. 1978
7. Nancy Lopez and Arnold 

Palmer
8. Hale Irwin
9. Billy Casper

www.cranstoncc.com
www.blackdoorcreative.com
https://www.behance.net/moroneydesign1


SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND GOLFER / June/July 2019 / 401-464-8445 / www.snegolfer.com 5

By BRUCE VITTNER

Newport Indoor Golf Thriving

Max Buerman is the president 
of Newport Indoor Golf in 
Portsmouth, R.I. He earned 

his MBA degree from Boston University 
last month. “We had been looking all 
over southern New England to find an 
indoor golfing facility that provided 
golfers with the latest Trackman 
technology and a huge comfortable 
place for golfers to enjoy and improve 
their game, especially in the cold off-
season that often spreads to five or six 
months in the northeast.
   He saw that there weren’t many 
options, so in September 2018 Max 
opened up a beautiful facility in the 
huge building on Route 114 on the 
Raytheon campus. It certainly didn’t 
hurt that his parents had purchased 
the building in 2017 and opened the 
Newport Car Museum where over 70 
cars of many generations from around 
the world are displayed in a truly 
marvelous museum.
   Max has made great use of his business 
background. “Service is our most 
important feature. We want to insure 
our golfers have a great time and want 
to return,” he said. It has worked. They 

currently have 1,200 customers in their 
system and that number is growing 
rapidly. “Conservatively, over 60,000 
golf shots have been hit in our facility 
since our opening last fall,” he added.
   The facility has five bays as well as 
a huge putting green in the center of 
the facility. “We had four bays, but the 
demand was so high that we added a 
fifth bay that is private and away from 
the other four. All of the bays have the 
same Trackman system that the pros 
practice with every day and you see on 
television every weekend. Trackman 
gives players so much information 
about their shots. You can see how 
you hit every shot, how far it traveled, 
and the measurements provided is a 
huge help to golfers who are trying to 
improve,” said Max who added that it 
is so realistic and intuitive to use. “Most 
of the golfers understand how to use 
the Trackman within five minutes, but 
we have at least one PGA professionals 
on staff at all times,” commented 
Buerman. Service remember!
   Trackman currently has 38 courses 
to choose from including most of the 
top courses in the world and Shelter 

Harbor right here in Rhode Island. 
“We also have eight Par 3 courses that 
we can use for new or younger players 
so as not to overwhelm them. We have 
players from age 90 down to age 3 who 
have used the facility,” he added. 
   The facility has room for about 100 
people. They do bachelor/bachelorette 
parties, birthday parties and private 
corporate get-togethers. There are social 
gathering spaces and catering is allowed, 
and the staff will help set everything up. 
   As you can imagine, they are busier 
when it is cold or rainy outside. 
Weekdays during the warmer months 
the facility is open from 1 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and 9-6 p.m. on weekends. “If it is 
raining we open earlier,” said a smiling 
Buerman. Reservations can be made 
up to 30 days in advance and typically 
bays are reserved about two weeks out. 
Walk-ins are certainly welcomed, but 
they should call first to see if bays are 
available. Bays are rented by the hour, 
and two people can usually play an 18-
hole course in two hours.
   During the winter there are even 
private leagues. “We have people who 
come at the same time every week. Most 

can’t believe how much ahead of the 
players who don’t play during the winter 
they are by practicing all the time on a 
system that is so analytical and shows 
so much about their individual swing.
   Newport Indoor Golf is a full-service 
facility. It is PGA accredited and they 
do repairs, custom fitting and provide 
lessons under the direction of Brandon 
Violette, a graduate of Coastal Carolina 
College who is the director of golf. 
They even have a storage facility if you 
want to keep your clubs there. “We 
have a great relationship with all the 
manufacturer’s reps in the area, so we 
can get players fitted for just about any 
club that is made,” said Buerman.
   For more information about 
Newport Indoor Golf visit www.
Ne w p o r t I n d o o r G o l f . c o m  o r 
cal l  401-847-1947. See the ad 
be low fo r  more  in fo rmat ion .  
   This reporter suggest that you visit the 
Newport Car Museum next door if you 
have the time. There is a 1957 Chevy 
Bel Air that brings back great memories! 
There is a full collection of most every 
year of the Mustangs and Corvettes 
and some beautiful foreign cars as well.

GOLF BUSINESS

https://newportindoorgolf.com/
https://newportindoorgolf.com/
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Practice does make Perfect, but it must be the Right Kind of Practice

What is the secret to getting 
really good at something? 
Most people will answer 

with practice or repetition. If this 
were the case, I guess we would all 
be Golf Pros! I see people practice 
long hours and try really hard to get 
only mediocre, inconsistent results. 
Well there must be something we 
are missing? That practice and 
repetition is only benefiting us if 
we are doing it correctly. Below, I 
will lay out some concepts that will 
hopefully change the way you look 
at practice and what it will take to 
get the consistency you have been 
searching for. 
   Daniel Coyle, author of the 
Talent Code, wrote about a tiny 
Tennis Academy outside of Moscow 
that repeatedly turns out top 20 
tennis athletes. When he visited this 
academy to find out their secret, he 
was amazed at what he witnessed: 
a choreography of slow, simple, 
precise motions with an emphasis on 

technique. Oh yeah, and there were 
no tennis balls involved! Students 
ranged from five- year-old’s up to 
Pros and they all practiced this way. 
They are eventually given tennis 
balls, but only after they could 
demonstrate the proper techniques. 
Think about how you started to 
learn to play golf. It was probably 
by trying to swing full speed at a 
golf ball right away. How has that 
worked out for you? It has probably 
developed a lot of your bad habits!
   Many of you have heard that it takes 
10,000 hours to master something. 
While this is true if you are looking 
to become an expert at the highest 
level in your field of choice, it only 
takes 20 hours to become competent 
at something. The quality and focus 
of the swings you make in those 20 
hours will determine your overall 
success. Here is why it works: All 
skill is located inside of your brain. 
Your brain tells your muscles exactly 
what to do and exactly when to 

do it. When we practice in certain 
ways, we actually are improving the 
wiring of our brain. This method of 
practice is called deep practice. Deep 
practice can increase the velocity of 
skill acquisition ten times faster than 
regular practice. More importantly, 
when done SLOWLY with proper 
technique & repetition you have a 
much better chance of getting the 
results you are looking for.
   The best way to measure progress is 
by the number of quality repetitions 
you make, basically the number of 
new connections you make in your 
brain. Instead of hitting golf balls 
for a one-half hour, make 20 quality 
swings with each club focusing on 
proper technique and great impact 
positions. You will accomplish more 
in much less time. If you would like 
to learn more about setting up a 
proper practice plan & technique, 
please contact me at toddcampbell@
pga.com or cell 508-951-4371.
Todd Campbell is now affiliated with 

the Golf Channel as a Golf Channel 
Academy Instructor and his Academy 
is now part of the Golf Channel 
Academy network.  

By TODD CAMPBELL

Patrick Cantley
Age: 27
Birthplace: Long Beach, CA
Family: Single
College: UCLA
Turned Pro: 2012

Want your 
News Fast? Visit  
snegolfer.com 

to subscribe and 
get every issue 

delivered to your 
inbox. You also 

get the latest 
breaking news 
and updates.

Patrick Cantlay was one of the highest rated amateurs 
to ever enter the PGA. He had spent 55 weeks as the 
number one amateur in the world in 2011-12. While still 
an amateur in 2012 he shot a round of 60 at the Travelers 
Championship in Connecticut. He had major back 
problems in 2014 after turning professional and struggled 
and had to give up the game for a couple of years. 
In 2017 he finished second at the Valspar Championship 
to get his card. He also finished third at the Heritage and 
13th at the Dell Championship in Norton, Mass. that year. 
This wraparound year of 2018-19 Patrick has earned $4.5 
million on Tour with a win at the Memorial, a second at 
the Shriners Hospital event, and a third at the recent PGA 
Championship. He has missed only three cuts in the 14 
events that he has played in. He is currently in 6th place in 
this year’s FedEx points race.

GOLF INSTRUCTION

http://triggs.us/index.php
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Now that the publication is 
totally online after 29 years of  
print and online combinations, 

it would be great if  all of  our readers 
would subscribe to receive the 
publication the moment it is posted 
online. There will never be a charge 
for this subscription. You will only 
receive each issue of  the publication 
and pertinent golf  stories that come up 
between the dates of  the publication.
   Subscriptions have been building 
quite quickly. We did a raffle for new 
subscribers to the publication after 
the final issue was printed on April 
29. Each week we picked a name from 
the new subscribers from all that had 
signed up that week. Prizes ranged 
from a Masters hat, to other hat 
choices to two tickets to the Travelers 
Championship on June 21.

   All winners were asked why they had 
subscribed to the publication. Dave 
Ricci, our first week winner said that 
he was a long-time reader of  Southern 
New England Golfer and he especially 
enjoyed all the junior golf  coverage. 
“My son and I play golf  together, and 
I think that young people are the key
to having the game of  golf  remain 

successful. Thanks so much for The 
Masters hat.”
   The second week’s winner was 
Lorraine Peloquin of  Rhode Island. 
“I work for Children’s Wishes and 
one of  our areas is an On Par Golf  
Academy that creates an environment 
for kids to learn how to play golf  
where everyone is treated as equals. I 
know that snegolfer.com has great golf  
information and I wanted to subscribe 
so that I could see how it might help 
our organization.” She won the two 
tickets to the Travelers.
   The third week winner was Bob 
Morrisette of  northern Rhode Island. 
“I’ve been a long-time reader, I enjoy 
the Season Passport and I didn’t want 
to miss out on any good golf  news and 
deals,” said Morrissette who will be able 
to follow local golf  news at snegolfer.

com while in Florida during the winter.
   Our last winner of  this timeframe 
was Bob Coughlin of  Cape Cod. “I 
really find the publication informative. 
I’ve shopped at many of  the advertisers 
and I’m always looking for a new place 
to play golf, and the travel section is 
always loaded with great ideas. The 
map listing has provided our golfing 
group with new ideas for places to 
drive to and play.” He won a Tucson 
hat, but he should probably become 
our PR person.
   We will continue our free raffle for 
the next five weeks. At that time we will 
pick a winner from all the new 
subscribers in the last two month to win 
a Sky Caddie Range Finder.

Subscribe to Southern New England Golfer

Meet the Winners on Page 39

By BRUCE VITTNER

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW DICK’S SUPPORTS 
SPORTS LEAGUES, VISIT DICKS.COM/TSHQ

P00037909

YOUR PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE

TAKE

10 OFF$
Limit one coupon per customer. Must be used in one transaction. Minimum 
purchase of $50, excludes tax and shipping charges. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers, team discounts, or used for gift cards, licenses or previously 
purchased merchandise. Not redeemable for cash, gift cards or store credit. No 
reproductions or rain checks accepted. Returns or exchanges where a ScoreCard 
Reward or other discount was applied may result in an adjusted refund amount. 
Excludes DICK’S Team Sports HQ Uniform and FanWear purchases and clearance 
items. Clearance items have .X3 or .X7 endings. Some exclusions apply. See store 
and DICKS.com/Exclusions for details. Valid 2/1/19 through 1/31/20.

SNEG COMMUNITY

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/
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One of the most enjoyable golf 
tournaments that you can 
watch up close and personal 

will be in East Providence, Rhode 
Island. The best part might be that 
there is no charge to watch the future 
stars on the PGA Tour before they turn 
professional. You will also get a chance 
to see Tony Romo, the former Dallas 
Cowboy quarterback and current lead 
NFL analyst for CBS Sports, who will  
be playing in this year’s event.
   The 58th Northeast Amateur 
Invitational golf tournament will take 
place from June 19-22 at Wannamoisett 
C.C., a par-69, Donald Ross-designed 
course that continues to challenge 
the field every year. In 2018, USC’s 
Justin Suh went wire-to-wire to tie 
the tournament record at 15 under 
par and hold off an elite field to 
capture one of the biggest wins of 
his impressive amateur career. He has 
been granted an exemption into the 
Travelers Championship as he has 
turned professional after coming back 
for his final year at USC.

   Tournament chairman Ben Tuthill 
has assembled a deep field including 
75 of the top collegiate players in the 
country which will be representing 
48 different colleges and universities. 
Of the collegiate players set to tee it 
up, 43 were named to Division One 
PING All-Region Team. The field 
is highlighted by Cole Hammer of 
Texas, who has been named recipient 
of the Phil Mickelson Outstanding 
Freshman Award and is a PING First-
Team All-America selection. After 
winning the Western Amateur and 
Azalea Invitational last summer, he 
shared medalist honors three times this 
collegiate season, including the NCAA 
Austin Regional. Texas teammate 
Pierceson Coody, and Georgia’s Trent 
Phillips joined Hammer on the PING 
All- Freshmen Team. 
   This year’s field also includes six 
members of the US team which will 
compete in the Arnold Palmer Cup at 
the Alotian Club in Roland, Arkansas 
June 7-9th. The US team members 
include Brandon Wu (Stanford) who 

is fresh off the team NCAA National 
Championship, John Augenstein 
(Vanderbi l t) ,  Quade Cummins 
(Oklahoma), Will Grimmer (Ohio 
State), Peter Kuest (BYU) along with 
Hammer (Texas). 
   This year marks the first in recent 
history that a past champion is not in 
the field. However, many past USGA 
champions are set to tee it up including 
former US Junior Am champs Noah 
Goodwin and Philip Barbaree, former 
US Mid Am champs Stewart Hagestad 
and Matt Parziale, along with current 
US Mid Am champ Kevin O’Connell. 
Other USGA Champions in the field 
include 2017 and 2018 US Four-ball 
Champs Frankie Capan, Ben Wong, 
Cole Hammer and Garrett Barber. 
   Some of the contestants were looking 
for a spot in the US Open qualifying 
at various sectional qualifiers held 
across the country. Those making it to 
Pebble Beach include Massachusetts 
native Matt Parziale. The former U.S. 
Mid-Amateur champ is heading back 
to the major stage after taking low 

amateur honors at Shinnecock Hills last 
year. Other qualifiers include Stewart 
Hagestad, Brandon Wu (Stanford), 
Noah Norton (Georgia Tech) and 
Chandler Eaton (Duke). 
   The local talent on tap includes RI 
Player of Year Tyler Cooke, former RI 
and New England Am champ Bobby 
Leopold, former RI Am champ and 
Notre Dame sophomore standout Davis 
Chatfield, all current Wannamoisett 
members; Four-time RI Junior champ 
Patrick Welch (Oklahoma), CT Player 
of the Year and State Am champ 
Ben Conroy, UConn standout and 
Hopkinton, MA native Jimmy Hervol 
and NJ State Am champ from URI 
Dawson Jones. Hervol, Jones and 
Chatfield were Division One First Team 
All-Region selections. 
   Welch might be the best recruiter 
in the field as he is bringing four of 
his teammates, the aforementioned  
Cummings, Brad Dalke, Blaine 
Hale and Casey Riley.The Northeast 

By BRUCE VITTNER

Northeast Amateur to Crown New Champ - Tony Romo Added to the Field

Continued Page ?

150 Gray Street, Warwick, RI 02889

401-737-6353 | harborlights.com 
info@harborlightsri.com

WE’VE GOT IT ALL
Located on scenic Warwick Neck, RI, we 

are a one-of-a-kind destination o� ering an 
unrivaled combination of amenities. From our 
marina, 9 hole golf course, pool, dining, plus 
wedding and event facilities, we’ve got it all. 

By land or sea all are welcome to join us.

CHEMAWA GOLF COURSE
Dates Open for Monday Tournaments!

Great Pricing!
Great food, and pristine golf course for 

your special outing. Please call and let us 
plan your special event.

350 Cushman Road, North Attleboro, Ma.
508-399-7330

Continued on Page 39

AMATEUR GOLF

https://www.chemawagolf.com/
www.harborlights.com
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By PAUL KENYON

It is rare when an organization 
intentionally breaks a tradition that 
is more than a century old. But that is 

what the Rhode Island Golf Association 
is doing as it prepares to host its 
114th State Amateur Championship.
   For the first time ever, the event will 
be held entirely in June rather than July. 
It is being done because the change 
will allow it to be held at one of the 
newest and most impressive facilities 
in the state.
   Shelter Harbor, on the Westerly-
Charlestown line,  is in its 14th season. It 
was designed by the nationally known 
team of Dr. Michael Hurdzan and 
Dana Fry. It was the first course to 
be built on the southern tip of Rhode 
Island in more than 100 years and is the 
product of a group of men who live out 
of state but spend their summers in the 
fashionable Watch Hill area.
   Initiation fees reach into six figures. 
Not surprisingly, the course is very 
private. It annually hosts one day of 
the RIGA’s season opening Burke 
Memorial Championship, which raises 
money for caddy scholarships but has 
never held one of the multi-day majors.
    Several years ago, association officials 
began conversations about possibly 
holding the Amateur. Anthony 
Paliotta, a West Warwick native who 
became one of the first members at the 
club, became the club’s representative 
as an RIGA vice president. Bob Ward, 
RIGA Director, suggested that when 
Paliotta was due to become association 
president in 2019, it would be a great 
time to have the event at Shelter. To 
Ward’s delight, Paliotta was able to help 
arrange it.
   The course is not typical Rhode 
Island where space is tight and courses 
relatively short by modern standards. 
Many courses are around 100 acres or 
slightly more. Shelter is built on 400 
acres on the site of a former drive-
in theater. It has fabulous practice 
facilities, a full par-3 course and a 
beautiful clubhouse located on the 
highest promontory on the property.
   Several national ratings services place 
it in the top 100 in the country. Golf 
Digest rates it the number three course 
in the state. It includes historical sites 
such as an Indian burial ground and 
a Civil War grave. It will make for a 
special week for Rhode Island’s best 
golfers.
   There was one other Amateur that 
began in June. That was four years ago 
at Point Judith in what turned out to 
be an epic final with Davis Chatfield 
edging Kevin Silva in 38 holes, the 

longest title match ever. That ended on 
July 1. This year’s event is scheduled to 
end June 29.
                                   Cooke and Leopold Having 
Good Year        
   Tyler Cooke and Bobby Leopold, 
both former RIGA players of the year, 
already have had a good year even 
before the amateur arrives. They turned 
in one of the best performances by 
anyone from Rhode Island in national 
competition in years when they reached 
the quarterfinals of the USGA Four-
Ball Championship at the end of May at 
Bandon Dunes Golf Club in Bandon, 
Ore.
   The brothers-in-law, who now play 
out of Wannamoisett after many years 
at Potowomut, fired rounds of 65-66 to 
earn the ninth seed for match play. They 
won twice in match play before falling 
to Logan Shuping and Blake Taylor, 
the eventual tournament runner-ups, 
in the quarterfinals.
   With Scott Cooke, Tyler’s father and 
Bobby’s brother-in-law, helping caddy 
for them, the two piled up 27 birdies 
against only three bogeys in the five 
rounds, a 24-under-par total. Leopold 
and Cooke have won the RIGA Four-
Ball twice, including recording the first 
and only 59 in the more than century-
old competition.
   This year’s RIGA Four-Ball was 
contested while Cooke and Leopold 
were at Bandon Dunes. The URI 
team of Eric Marchetti and Chris 
Francoeur put together rounds of 67-
64 at Warwick and Agawam Hunt to 
win by one.

Metacomet Players on a Roll
   Metacomet was in the news over 
the winter because it was in danger of 
closing, but was saved when purchased 
by a group headed by Brad Faxon. The 
club long has been the home of some 
of the best players in the state and that 
trend is continuing under the new 
owners. The first two events of the 
season were won by club members.
    Jamie Lukowicz took the first, the 
Burke Memorial, with a 36-hole total of 
139 on rounds of 69 at Pawtucket and 
70 at Shelter Harbor. That was three 
shots better than runner-up Andrew 
O’Leary of Pawtucket, a member of 
the Notre Dame Golf team.
   The victory was especially meaningful 
for  Lukowicz  s ince  the  Burke 
tournament last year cost him the 

RIGA’s player-of-the-year award. The 
final round of the Burke last year 
was postponed from May to October 
because of bad weather.
   Lukowicz had the first-round lead. 
He had played so well all summer that 
he was virtually assured of being the 
player of the year. All he had to do was 
finish in the top 10 to clinch the title. 
Even if he did not, there was only one 
player who had a chance to catch him. 
That was Tyler Cooke, who had to win 
the event to earn enough points to pass 
Lukowicz.
    As it turned out, Lukowicz was 
unable to take part in the final round 
because he was away for business. 
Cooke did win the event to earn himself 
the overall title. This time, Cooke led 
after round one but Lukowicz came 
from behind in round two to win the 
title.
   The championship trophies stayed 
at Metacomet in the next event, the 
26th Senior Four-Ball when the team of 
Bruce Heterick and Dean Parziale put 
together rounds of 70-70 at Potowomut 

to win a closely contested event.
   Among others, Parziale and Heterick 
held off the Hall of Fame team of 
Paul Quigley and Mike Soucy who 
finished second and 142 and four-time 
tournament champions George Pirie 
and Tom Acciardo who were one shot 
further back after rounds of 72-71. The 
team of Chris Hurd and Mark Sayles 
also tied for third at 143.
           Patrick Welch is an All-
American
   Patrick Welch, the Classical High grad, 
completed an excellent freshman year 
with the University of Oklahoma golf 
team with one of his best performances 
in the NCAA Tournament. Welch 
finished in a tie for 11th place, best on 
his team, as he led the Sooners to a fifth-
place finish in the stroke play portion 
of the championship at the Blessings 
Golf Club in Fayetville, Ark. Welch put 
together rounds of 75-69-72-75.
Paul Kenyon is a retired sports writer for 
the Providence Journal. He writes a Rhode 
Island Notebook column in each issue of 
Snegolfer.com.

R.I. State Amateur to be held at Shelter Harbor 

SELECT DAYS & TIMES                                                                                  
AVAILABLE FOR 

LEAGUE PLAY IN 2019
(CALL FOR INFORMATION)

Centrally Located in the Heart of R.I. 
3 min. from the malls and 15 mins. from Providence

• Senior Citizen's Rates Mon.-Fri.
Weekends after 2 p.m.

• Gas Carts
• Club Rentals
• Public Welcome

Midville Golf Club opened for 
play in 1961. It is considered one 
of the top 9-hole courses in 
Southern New England. 
Players always get private course 
conditons at a public course, 
available for all to play. 

MIDVILLE GOLF CLUB 

100 Lombardi Lane 
West Warwick, R.I. 

401-828-9215
www.midvillegolfclub.com 

NOW TAKING TEE TIMES

RI NOTEBOOK

www.midvillegolfclub.com


SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND GOLFER / June/July 2019 / 401-464-8445 / www.snegolfer.com10

GOLF COMMENTARYBy SCOTT CORDISCHI  

Thoughts While Waiting for the U.S. Open

How are we to react after watch-
ing Brooks Koepka win his 
fourth major championship in 

a 23-month span?  And what do we 
make of the fact that he has won twice 
as many majors (4) than he has regular 
events on the PGA Tour (2)?
   This we know for sure: his game was 
built for major championships.  In 
addition to his length and ability to 
overpower a golf course, Koepka also 
has the strength and ability to get out 
of some tricky situations should his 
tee ball go awry.  Furthermore, his ball 
flight is a high, soft fade which is much 
easier to control than a draw.
   Lastly, having just turned 29 on May 
3rd, I think it’s safe to say that he will 
be a major factor and all of the majors 
for many years to come.
* Was Tiger’s unexpected win at the 
Master’s somewhat of a fluke or was 
his missing the cut at last month’s PGA 
Championship the aberration?  Time 
will tell.
   Speaking of Tiger, this year’s US Open 
is being held at Pebble Beach where 
Woods enjoyed an historic 15-stroke 

victory in the 2000 US Open.  The 
problem is that this is 2019, not 2000 
and Woods is 43 years old, not 24.
   And, while we’re on the subject of 
Pebble Beach, if you’re like me, playing 
a round of golf there may be on your 
“bucket list.”  The only problem is that 

it will cost you $525 to play 18-holes 
there AND you must stay two nights 
at one of the Pebble Beach properties 
if you wish to book your tee time more 
than two days in advance.
* I don’t know about you, but I have 
seen enough rain here in southern New 
England this spring to last me for the 
remainder of the golf season – a golf 
season that has started later than most 
of us would prefer.
   Speaking of which, we should have 
known something was up when Punx-
sutawney Phil emerged from his hole 
carrying an umbrella.
*A tip of the cap to Brad Faxon, Billy 
Andrade and Larry Merlo for bringing 
the CVS Caremark Charity Classic 
back to Rhode Island Country Club for 
a 21st season this month.  Who would 
have imagined back in 1999 that this 
tournament would still be going strong 
and, more importantly, helped to give 
back $22 million to local charities in 
the process?
*Gold Digest calls 2019 “the year of 
the driver” and leading the way is Cal-
laway’s Epic Flash with its “jailbreak” 

technology which connects the sole 
and the crown with two titanium bars 
which maximize flexing in the face of 
the driver allowing for extra distance.
*Nike may no longer be in the golf 
equipment business, but their golf ap-
parel remains front and center with the 
likes of Tiger Woods, Brooks Koepka, 
Rory McIlroy, Francesco Molinari and 
Jason Day all sporting the swoosh.
*Who do you think cheats more at golf, 
Donald Trump or Bill Clinton?
*I always loved playing golfers who said 
that their handicaps were lower than 
reality. That’s what I call “easy money!”
*Many people ask what has happened 
to former World #1 Jordan Spieth.  
Before his third place finish at the PGA 
Championship last month, Spieth’s 
highest finish was a tie for 21st at the 
Masters.  It starts with his tee ball.  Not 
the longest hitter on Tour (295.5 yards 
– 77th), Spieth is not keeping his tee ball 
in the short grass.  His driving accuracy 
percentage is just 51.94% which ranks 

Continued on Page 39

2-Time U.S. Open 
Champ Brooks Koepka

Phil and Davis are playing a match. Phil’s ball lands on a concrete cart 
path. His nearest point of relieve will cause his ball to be dropped against 
a bush. Phil opts to play the ball as it lies on the path. Can he do that? 
Davis says no.

Ruling:
Yes, Phil can play the ball off the path. If the ball is in the middle of the 
path, the nearest point of relief would be on the side where he can drop it 
closest to the path. In Phil’s case being a lefty, he would drop it to the right 
of the path. Just the opposite for Davis who is right handed. Rule 24-1.

www.calvinolaw.com
www.spargogolf.com
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PEOPLE IN GOLF By MICHELLE MALTAIS  
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On March 20th, the RIGCSA awarded Mike Kroian and 
Mike Whitehead with distinguished awards for their con-
tributions made to the association, the game of golf, and 

the profession. They join a long list of distinguished recipients. I 
asked each of them to share with us what the award meant to them 
individually, this is what they had to say.

Mike Kroian wrote; “Receiving the award was very special because 
I know there are many past and present members who are deserv-
ing of such an award, so to even be under consideration is quite 
gratifying! It’s been said many times, but the special thing about 
being a part of an organization is the brotherhood and friendships 
that can be developed. I have had many life changing conversa-
tions and advice from members of the association, which I never 
would have had, if hadn’t joined the RIGCSA or been involved 
with different committees and The Board! This really gave me an 
opportunity to get to know many people that I otherwise wouldn’t 
have probably spent extra time with! So, to get recognized by your 
friends and peers is something beyond special!

We should always try and get involved in any way we can to help 
improve and strengthen our industry because it is what sustains all 
of our members! For this reason, I will always be grateful for being 
able to get involved with helping and not just worrying about my 
little world, because in the end we are part of something bigger!

Getting the award with Mike Whitehead was really cool because 
we’ve know each other for many years even before being members 
of the RIGCSA! However, even though we knew each other at 
URI, we didn’t hang out much because we had different circles 
of friends, plus Mike was too wild back then and I was quiet and 
conservative! We actually got to know each other much more with 
our board involvement and going on the same trips together, so I 
couldn’t have picked a better guy or someone I respect more to be 
honored with!”

Mike Whitehead wrote; “The bottom line is that when you 
sacrifice your time to help improve any aspect of our business it’s 
rewarding enough, but it’s also nice to know that your efforts are 
appreciated by someone! This is why I have the utmost respect for 
anyone who spends their precious time getting involved with the 
inner workings of any organization! When I look at the names of 
the past Distinguished Service Award recipients, especially those 
that I have been fortunate enough to meet and get to know during 
my time as a RIGCSA member, I feel great pride to have been 
selected to be included with them in recognition of service to the 
RIGCSA. My time on the Board of Directors was one of the most 
rewarding things I have done as a golf course superintendent. I feel 
the return on investment from getting involved paid massive divi-
dends in the friendships I made and the things I learned along the 
way. It definitely made me a better superintendent and leader.”

Thank you to both recipients for all their dedication and continued 
service to the RIGCSA.

Distinguished Service Award Dual Recipients Mike & Mike 
By Michelle Maltais

https://rigcsa.org/
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Challenge Cup Remembers 
Desantis 
Just over a year ago Challenge Cup 
tournament director Steve Desantis 
passed away unexpectedly on June 
7th at the age of 59. Desantis, who 
was an outstanding multi-sport 
athlete, was a fixture at Challenge 
Cup events for 17 years. Steve’s 
passion and commitment to the 
Challenge Cup, its players and their 
families was unrivaled. 
   Former Challenge Cup standout 
Mark Baldwin summed up Steve’s 
impact on people succinctly. “I 
always loved talking with Steve. He 
was quick with a smile and a laugh. 
He always offered help to friends 
and strangers alike. He touched a 
lot of lives with small kindnesses at 
Challenge Cup events and beyond”
   Over the past year Steve has been 
greatly missed, but his memory 
will live in eternity. Last season the 

Challenge Cup named a tournament 
in Steve’s honor. Proceeds from 
the event helped to establish the 
Steve Desantis Scholarship. Elon 
bound Emily Nash will be the first 
recipient of this award.
Happy Birthday Foon 
   
Steve Feinstein, who is well known 
amongst countless golfing circles for 
his tireless contributions to junior 

golf, will celebrate his birthday on 
June 20th. 
 Feinstein, who’s age is unknown 
similar to Latin America baseball 
players, list of contributions to 
junior golf is quite lengthy, as he 
has served as a past President and 
Golf Chairman at Ledgemont 
Country Club, he is a current 
member of the board of directors 
for two of the most prestigious 
national junior tournaments in the 
country; the Optimist International 
and the Orange Bowl International 
championships, and is the President 
of the United States Challenge Cup 
and a tournament director for the 
Future Collegians World Tour. In 
2012, Steve served as the president 
of the RIGA. 
     His contributions extend 
beyond the golf course as well, as 
he is a soundboard to countless 
parents and players. Happy 
Birthday Foon. 
 VanDerlaans Go Back to 
Back….Michael Joins John 
as Individual Champion
   Former Challenge Cup standout 
Michael VanDerlaan capped off 
an amazing run for the VanDerlaan 
family by winning the NCAA 
Division II individual national title. 
The Florida Southern senior fired a 
final round of 6-under par 66 en 
route to a 54-hole total of 9-under-
par 207. His total was 2-strokes clear 
of Barry University’s Jorge Garcia.
     With the victory Michael 
became the 10th individual national 
champion in Florida Southern’s 
history ,joining his older brother 
John, the 2018 champion, and an 
another Connecticut native Steve 
Sokol, who won in 2001. 
   “It is pretty cool,” gleamed 
VanDerLaan . “My brother is 

obviously a stud, he owns almost 
every record at Florida Southern. 
To have him text me today to 
say congratulations and welcome 
me to the club is the coolest [text 
message] yet. I can’t stop looking 
at the trophy. I can’t stop smiling. 
This is an achievement I will always 
cherish. It is a special moment for 
me and my family.”
Imai Holds off Hervol and 
Brown for Hornblower Crown 
     James Imai, the hottest golfer in 
New England, remained en fuego by 
posting a 1-stroke victory recently 
at the prestigious Hornblower 
Memorial. The Northwestern bound 
sensation fired rounds of 68-66 for 
a 4-under par 134 total 1-stroke 
clear of former Challenge Cuppers 
Jimmy Hervol and Dillon Brown. 
Imai, who has won two Challenge 
Cup events this spring and posted 
a top 5 at the nationally acclaimed 
Terra Cotta Invitational led an army 
of Challenge Cup players past and 
present.  96 players in the 156 player 
field were past or present Challenge 
Cuppers. 
Nation Well Represented at 
U.S. Open
   Reigning USGA Junior champion, 
Michael Thorbjornsen and PGA 
Tour star Keegan Bradley lead 
a group of seven Challenge Cup 
players past and present who 
have qualified for this year’s US 
Open at Pebble Beach. The group 
includes former UConn star Eric 
Dietrich, web.com Tour member 
Rob Oppenheim, former USGA 
Mid-Am champion Matt Parziale, 
former Boston College ace Matt 
Naumec  and Brandon Wu , 
whose Stanford Cardinal team just 
hoisted the hardware at the NCAA 
Championship.
Wheeler, Gilman Win RIIL Titles
   The Wheeler Warriors capped 
off a historic season by winning 
the RIIL Team title in one of the 
most exciting and heartbreaking 
finishes in the tournament’s history. 
The Warriors, who had dominated 
play throughout the regular season 
posted an opening round total of 
313 looked primed to coast to their 
first ever RIIl crown. The opposition 
had other plans though. 
  On the final hole of regulation the 
probability of a 3-team play-off with 
Hendricken and East Greenwich 
looked extremely likely, but three 

JUNIOR GOLFBy DAVE ADAMONIS JR.

Toptracer Range features modes and games suited for all ages and levels of 
experience, so you can enjoy new twists on a traditional day at the range.

1000 NEW LONDON AVE, CRANSTON RI 02920

401-464-8855

5$

mulligansisland.com

RIIL Champs, Wheeler

Michael VanDerlaans 

www.mulligansisland.com
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missed putts later the Warriors were 
hoisting their first RIIL golf trophy.
   “At the end I knew it was coming 
down to the wire because we didn’t 
play our best golf today,” Wheeler’s 
Jack Mancini stated. “I was very 
nervous. We had no control over 
the outcome”
   “All season long I stressed the 
importance of focusing on every 
shot. Our credo was every shot 
counts,” shared Wheeler coach 
Shane Drury. His words couldn’t 
have been any more prophetic.
   A Hendricken and East Greenwich 
player each had makeable putts 

to either win or tie their team for 
the RIIL crown on the final hole 
and both missed. Neither player 
was aware of the magnitude of 
their putts, but it didn’t change the 
heartache they felt after coming up 
short. Both players needed some 
consoling by their teammates and 
fellow competitors.
   “I told our player this is a 36-hole 
competition. Everyone throughout 
the course of the tournament on 
our team had a chance to save a shot 
throughout the tournament,” stated 
Hendricken coach Rick Angeli. 
   Wheeler coach Shane Drury 
was thrilled for his squad, but 
w a s  t e m p e r e d  i n  v i c t o r y. 
   “This caps off an amazing season for 
us. As a former RIIL competitor and 
current coach, it is an honor to bring 
home the first golf championship 
to our school. I have played a lot 
of tournament golf. I have been on 
both sides of winning and losing. I 
feel for both of those players. They 
need to remember without their 
performances neither of their teams 
would have been in contention.”
   In the individual competition 

2018 runner-up Mason Gilman 
rolled to a resounding 9-stroke 
victory. The Middletown HS 2 
sport star fired rounds of 73-70 for 
a 1-over par 143 total. He entered 
the final round tied for the lead, 
but never altered his plan en route 
to the title. 
   “I knew it was going to be tough 
out there, people were going to be 
struggling,” Gilman said. “I just 
wanted to stick to my game plan 
and make as few errors as possible.”
   Gilman, who is arguably the longest 
high school player in the state, 
barely used a driver throughout the 
tournament. He played steadily over 
the front nine by hitting 8 fairways 
and greens making the turn with a 
4-stroke lead. Over the final nine 
Gilman was in Tour de France final 
stage mode. It was all but a victory 
lap, as stretched his lead to nine 
strokes with the same methodical 
play. Good friend Nick Petracca, 
who had finished two hours earlier 
earned runner-up honors and was 
there to watch the final holes.    “I 
knew I had to do something to catch 
him and I would have needed a little 
help from him”    Petracca said. “I 
was more counting on me doing 
something good than him doing 
something bad, knowing Mason.”
   “This is a great way to close out my 
high school career. It is an honor to 
have my name alongside so many of 
Rhode Island’s top golfers,” gleamed 
the champ.

TEAM RESULTS
Wheeler 313-332-645;  
East Greenwich 322-324-646; 
Hendricken 318-328-646; 

Moses Brown 328-326-654; 
Barrington 328-330-658
INDIVIDUAL SCORES
Mason Gilman, Middletown, 
73-70-143
Nick Petracca, North Providence, 
77-75-152 
Justin Grenier, East Greenwich, 
74-79-153
Ethan Kuzneski, Moses Brown, 
73-81-154 
Bennett Masterson, Prout, 
73-81-154
Jared Lind, Hendricken, 
73-82-155 
Jack Fox, East Greenwich, 
79-77-156
Allison Paik, Wheeler, 
75-82-157 
Harry Dessel, Moses Brown, 
82-76-158 
Jacob Trimble, Burrillville, 
79-79-159 
Tim Cullen, Lincoln, 
79-79-158 
Connor Sullivan, 

80-79-159 
Justin Richard, Hendricken, 
82-78-160
Ricky Angeli, Hendricken, 
81-79-160 
Jack Mancini, Wheeler, 
79-81-160
Paik Rolls to RIIL Girls Title
   Wheeler’s Allison Paik overcame 
a cool, gusty day at “the home 
of golf ” Newport CC to win the 
RIIL Girls Golf Championship 
for the 2nd consecutive year. Paik 
carded a 3-over par 75 to best the 
Prout School’s Addy Douglas by 
3-strokes. 
Summer Schedule Heats Up 
     The top tournament on the 
Challenge Cup docket, the World 
Series of Junior Golf, headlines 
the upcoming junior golf calendar. 
The World Series, which brings 
together 156 of the northeast’s top 
junior golfers, will be contested on 
July 3rd and 4th at Triggs Memorial 
Golf Course in Providence, RI. 

U.S. Open Bound Matt 
Parziale

Allison Paik and Mason 
Gilman

www.laurellanecountryclub.com
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By TOM GORMAN

If the 74th U.S Women’s Open 
Championship did one thing, it 
certainly gave us the answer to a 

tricky future golf trivia question.
 Who won? If your answer is 
Jeongeun Lee, then you’re incorrect. 
It’s Jeongeun Lee6. Not to be 
confused with Jeongeun Lee #2, #3, 
#4, or even #5, who played alongside 
#6 in the U.S. major championship 
(she finished T34, and simply goes 
by Jeongeun Lee, sans the #5).
   If you watched the telecast on FOX 
Sports and came across the name 
Lee6, you may have been wondering 
(as I did) what the “6” meant. Is that a 
misspelling? Is that a typo? Or is that 
really “6” after her name?
    Who knew that women’s professional 
golf would have so many Korean 
nationals with the exact same name 
“Jeongeun Lee” that numbers would 
be needed to accurately identify the 
player.
  On June 2 at Country Club or 
Charleston, Jeongeun Lee6 made the 

U.S. Women’s Open her first LPGA 
victory, marking the eighth time in the 
last 12 years that a Korean has won the 
USGA women’s major. Only three US 
players have won since 2008.
  Unfortunately, for the LPGA, and 
women’s golf in the United States, 
this tournament drew unprecedented 
attention on-and-off the course for 
all the wrong reasons. First, a few 
pre-tournament comments from golf 
instructor Hank Haney – who hosts 
an obscure daily golf radio show on 
SiriusXM Radio – triggered attention 
by predicting that “a Korean,” 
probably with the last name of Lee, 
might win the LPGA’s second major.
  If you’ve listened to Haney’s show 
regularly, like I do, you know he’s made 
the same predictions about major 
LPGA events, but since most female 
professional golf tournaments are held 
incognito, garnering about a sentence 
or two in the Monday morning sports 
page, no one seemed bothered.
   In retrospect, Haney, who admitted 

he didn’t follow the LPGA too closely, 
started a conversation about LPGA’s 
dirty little secret: the dominance of 
Asian women in the game of golf, 
particularly Koreans.
 How dominant? At the time of 
Haney’s comments, the tally for the 
2019 LPGA campaign showed a 
single victory for U.S. women, and 
six (6) for South Korea, with world 
No. 1 Jin Young Ko winning twice. 
That number grew to seven (7) for 
the Republic of Korea, after the 
aforementioned Lee6 made the U.S. 
Women’s Open her maiden LPGA 
title. Add Nasa Hataoka of Japan and 
you have eight (of 13) LPGA winners 
from Asian countries.
  Now if we also included second-
generation Asians such as Minjee 
Lee of Australia, whose parents 
are Korean natives, and is proudly 
sponsored by Korean brands, along 
with France’s Celine Boutier, whose 
parents migrated from Thailand, we’d 
reach 10 (of 13) wins on the season by 
Asian women (native or descent).
   The LPGA will never admit it, but 
following Haney’s comments and over 
the top virtue signaling by the Tour 
and it’s media allies, the win by Lee6 
was the LPGA’s worst nightmare. A 
victory by American Lexi Thompson, 
for example, would have allowed the 
LPGA to show off its “diversity” of 
two Americans, while promoting one 
of its most marketable players to U.S. 
golf fans.
It was the exact narrative the LPGA 
was hoping to avoid. Over the past 
10 years, the only time the TV ratings 
have reached 1 million was in 2014 
when Korean-American Michelle 
Wie broke through to win her only 
major, proving the lack of interest 
from fans has nothing to do with 
“racism,” and everything to do with a 
cultural disconnect.
   Since the LPGA went to a five-major 
season in 2013, there have been 32 
majors contested, and 15 titles have 
been won by Korean-born players, 
including two-time winner Lydia Ko, 
who was born in South Korea, but 
moved to New Zealand as a child.
 Three things could change the 
landscape of the LPGA to make it more 
appealing to American audiences. First 
and foremost, American female golfers 
need to improve, otherwise Asian 
women will continue to dominate 
by putting in more work to perfect a 
reliable Tour-ready swing. As Korda 
mentioned, some kind of a national 
program sponsored by the LPGA in 
partnership with the PGA of America 

and/or USGA, among others, would 
be a good start.
     Secondly, the LPGA should mandate 
that players learn English as part of 
membership to the American Tour. 
Obviously this is a politically-incorrect 
suggestion, and it’s one that got 
former LPGA Commissioner Carolyn 
Bivens fired. But part of the problem 
with Asian players being disconnected 
from American fans is the language 
barrier. If fans can’t communicate 
with them, and vice versa, it’s hard 
for either side to create an emotional 
bond.
 Former LPGA great Jan 
Stephenson once suggested that the 
language barrier was “killing” the 
tour. “This is probably going to get me 
in trouble, but the Asians are killing 
our tour. Absolutely killing it,” said 
Stephenson in a Golf.com interview.
   “Their lack of emotion, their refusal 
to speak English when they can speak 
English.    
“We have two-day pro-ams where 
people are paying a lot of money to 
play with us, and they say hello and 
goodbye.”
  Finally, the Florida-based LPGA 
should limit the number of 
international players, and give 
preference to Americans. It doesn’t 
have to discriminate like the Korean 
LPGA, for instance, which – despite 
being one of the top women’s 
professional golf tours in the world – 
permits only Korean nationals to join 
and play its Tour, which then acts as 
a farm system to flood the American 
LPGA Tour, but some kind of quota 
for Americans would be benefit to all.
In that same interview, Stephenson 
suggested a 60% quota for native 
American players. “If I were 
commissioner, I would have a quota 
on International players that would 
include a quota on Asian players,” 
suggested Stephenson.
   “There should be a qualifying school 
for Americans and a qualifying school 
for international players.
  “I’m Australian, an international 
player, but I say America has to 
come first. Sixty-percent of the tour 
should be American, 40 percent 
international.”
   The LPGA has much potential, but 
when professional bowling receives 
higher TV ratings than its premier 
major championship, there’s a 
problem.
Tom Gorman, a long-time Boston-
based golf writer, is publisher of www.
newengland.golf
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Bubba Watson has Unique Feelings for Travelers Championship

Bubba Watson is about the only 
PGA Tour player who could forge 
the kind of special affinity in the 

unique manner in which he has with 
the Travelers Championship.
    Nine years ago, Watson was still 
in search of his inaugural PGA Tour 
victory in his quest to make the Ryder 
Cup team for the first time. But only a 
handful of people knew Watson’s dad, 
Gerry Sr., a Green Beret who taught his 
son to play golf, was in Florida battling 
throat cancer.
   Suddenly, golf was only a game. “We 
were driving past a big sign for the 
waterpark (Brownstone in Portland),” 
Watson recalled during his Media 
Day visit to TPC River Highlands in 
Cromwell, Conn. “My wife (Angie) 
said, ‘You need to go practice,’ and I 
said, ‘Who cares? ”
   Watson went to the practice range 
where Travelers executive vice president 
and chief administrative officer Andy 
Bessette approached him and said 
he needed to win that week. Bubba 
answered he needed to win any week. 
They were talking about the waterpark 
when U.S. Ryder Cup captain Corey 
Pavin approached and asked Watson if 
he wanted to play the back nine. Bubba 
said no, he was going to the waterpark. 
Although it sounded as if he had been 
practicing for hours, he had actually 
hit only a few balls. And here he was so 
coveting a captain’s pick for the 2010 
Ryder Cup and passing on playing 
with Pavin.
   Well, as fate would have it, Watson 
parred the second playoff hole to beat 
Pavin and Scott Verplank to win the 
tournament, dissolved into tears on 
the shoulder of his wife and went on 
to make the United States side for the 
most important team competition in 
golf.
   “The only (PGA Tour) event my dad 
ever saw me win was the Travelers,” 
Watson said. “The last event he ever 
saw me play was the Ryder Cup from 
his hospital bed. The Travelers means 
so much to my family.”
   And Watson has meant plenty to the 
biggest sporting event in Connecticut, 
whose motto this year is “Let’s Make 
History Again.” In 2016, Watson 
donated $100,000 to the Bruce Edwards 
Foundation Dinner to honor the 
Wethersfield native who caddied for 30 
years on the PGA Tour, mostly for Hall 
of Famer Tom Watson, one of several 

dignitaries to speak during an event 
that raised more than $1.1 million for 
ASL, which claimed Edwards’ life. The 
dinner earned the tournament the PGA 
Tour’s “Best Special Event” Award, one 
of 14 that it has received since 2008.
   Then last year, Watson doubled down, 
donating $200,000 of his $1,260,000 
winnings to the tournament, enabling it 
to reach a record $2 million for charity 
in a single year. He spontaneously 
decided to make the donation after 
hearing it had raised $1.8 million.
   “The heart is my biggest motivation,” 
Watson said. “When something hits 
me, I run with it and ask for forgiveness 
from my wife afterward. When I heard 
$1.8 million, I said, no, this tournament 
is too good, so we need to get it to two 
million, so that›s why I came up with 
$200,000. If it had been $1.7 million, 
I probably would have said $300,000. 
It›s one of those things; it just hit me, 
so I walked over to Andy and Alan 
(Schnitzer, Travelers CEO) quietly, no 
microphone, and said, ‘I want to give 
you $200,000.’ I wasn’t trying to boast, 
wasn’t trying to do anything, get any 
credit for myself or my family. I said, 
‘This isn’t for publicity, I just want to 
do it.’ They were like, ‘We want to tell 
people.’ I was like, ‘If you have to, you 
can.’
   “I told them, ‘Kids are big on my 
heart. I’m doing this because of what 

you do for them and what you mean to 
the community, how you help around 
the world. I want to be a part of this.’ It 
sounded better at $2 million than $1.8. 
… It was just that I’m part of Travelers 
now and this area and community, so 
I wanted to show my love and support. 
As we can see with the voting of the 
PGA Tour players that Travelers is the 
best tournament (the past two years). 
Just everything about the tournament 
is growing, and everybody sees that, 
players see that, and they hear the buzz. 
They know the buzz, and now more and 
more people are just going to get bigger 
and bigger.”
   Those sentiments drew applause from 
most of the more than 100 people in 
attendance, including some members 
of the media, myself included.
   Ironically, in his first Travelers 
Championship victory and his third 
last year, Watson rallied from six strokes 
back entering the final round to win by 
three. It has enabled him to surpass his 
original goal of 10 PGA Tour victories, 
and he’s now only three wins and one 
major from qualifying for the World 
Golf Hall of Fame, which would be 
quite the accomplishment for a self-
taught golfer from Baghdad, Fla.
    “Bubba is a personal champion for 
us,” tournament director Nathan Grube 
said. “We have really got to know him 
over the years, and it has been a joy and 

a privilege.”
    “Bubba is phenomenal and such an 
important part of the tournament,” 
Bessette said. “We can’t thank him 
enough for (the donation) and for all 
that the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp 
does for so many children who have 
different afflictions and fight the battles 
of their lives. It’s just terrific to be able 
to partner with all of our charities, more 
than 150 last year, and since we’ve been 
title sponsor (in 2007), we’ve given 
more than $16.7 million to charity and 
over 750 organizations have benefitted 
from it.
   Watson shed a few more tears as 
he listened to 14-year-old Emma 
Thistlewaite of New Hartford, 
introduced by her mother, Pam, after 
a talk by Jimmy Canton, president and 
CEO of the Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp in Ashford that was founded 
by late actor Paul Newman and has 
partnered with the tournament since 
it became title sponsor.
   In 2015, Emma Thistlewaite was 
diagnosed at age 11 with osteosarcoma, 
a form of bone cancer, in her left 
upper arm. She began a chemotherapy 
regimen that took her and her mother 
away from their home and family for 
three of every four weeks.
   “The first six months were a very 
dark period,” Pam Thistlewaite said. 
“It was difficult as a mom to watch 
her suffering and in pain because of 
the chemotherapy and the surgical 
replacement of her left humerus with 
a metal prosthesis. It was also difficult 
to watch Emma’s dream of being a 
gymnast and a cheerleader vanish and 
watch her grieve over it.”
   Pam said one of the bright spots 
during that time was the Hole in the 
Wall hospital outreach program, which 
gave Emma some of the only smiles 
while she was in the hospital. Emma’s 
life gradually improved, but she has 
relapsed twice since that first family 
weekend in 2015.
   “I am so thankful Hole in the Wall 
has continued to be such a source of 
happiness for Emma and our family 
during these last four years,” Pam 
Thistlewaite said.
   So has Emma. “The first time I went 
to camp at Hole in the Wall was back 
in 2016 and I had never been away 
from home for something like that,” 
Emma told her enthralled listeners. “I 
was scared at first, but I had a lot of 

Bubba Watson and with Chris Berman at Media Day
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other girls in my cabin, and a number 
of them had also had cancer. We didn’t 
need to talk about it, but we understood 
what each other had gone through. I 
didn’t really have that with my friends 
at home, so it made it easier. I was in a 
wheelchair that first year, following my 
first relapse in my leg and my lungs, but 
I was still able to participate in so many 
activities at the Camp. The doctors and 
nurses on staff there took such good 
care of me.
   “The last two summers were so much 
easier. I was no longer in treatment and 
no longer in a wheelchair. I did every 
activity at Camp, my favorites being 
the rope course and zipline, horseback 
riding, archery, swimming, the cooking 
zone, arts and crafts and stage night. I 
haven’t just bonded with other campers 
while I was at Camp, I bonded with the 
counselors, as well. We spent a lot of 
time together, and they made us all feel 
loved. I was especially inspired when 
I had counselors who were pediatric 
cancer survivors. They gave hope for 
my future.
   “One day I plan to be a counselor 
at Hole in the Wall because I want to 
give campers the same hope that my 
counselors gave me. Camp makes me so 
happy. It is a magical place, and I can’t 
wait to go back again this summer.”
 
   When Emma’s touching talk ended, 
she received a well-deserved standing 
ovation as she headed toward Watson 
and handed him a special plaque for his 
help with her and the other campers. 
Bubba has been to the Camp and has 
danced and sang with the kids.
   “The speech was unbelievable,” 
Watson said while hugging Emma as 
cameras flashed. Watson and many 
others in the crowd wiped away tears, 
including Grube, who had difficulty 
resuming the press conference.
   “Telling a story like that for the first 
time is just kind of reinvigorating,” 
Grube said. “It’s reenergizing to know 
the better we do our job, they are 
amazing stewards with those funds 
and how they have grown, the magic 
of what Camp is to more and more 
children, more and more families. We 
couldn’t be prouder to be a partner with 
them and what they’re doing.”
   Eight of Watson’s PGA Tour titles have 
come in three events – the Travelers 
Championship (three), Genesis Open 
(three) and Masters (two). 
   Why so much success at TPC River 
Highlands? “I just think that the way 
the golf course is set up, the way the 

holes shape, a lot of the holes shape 
from right to left, so it’s easy for me 
to hit my driver, being left-handed, 
wanting to cut it,” Watson said. “So it 
just makes it easier for me to see, easier 
for me to do, and then when you talk 
about the length of the course and the 
way the rough is set up, there’s not as 
much, especially coming from the U.S. 
Open, so it just brings an excitement to 
the game because you’re done with that.
   “Now you get to play this golf course, 
so it has always been fun. And then 
from the other side of it, when Travelers 
took over in 2007, I came back, and 
they asked me what would I like. And 
it wasn’t just what Bubba Watson likes. 
It was only my second year on Tour 
so they said, what do you like, what 
do you like, what do you like. So they 
started asking every player, and they 
were the tournament, the sponsorship 
that asked the players what they want. 
They did everything for the caddies, 
for the families, for the kids. They’ve 
done everything they said they would 
do and more and keep doing it better 
and better.”
   Watson said the Travelers attention 
to detail is why the event has received 
so many awards. “It develops from a 
tournament to a bigger tournament,” 
Watson said, “and you can see why 
we keep voting for it to be the best 
tournament because of what they’re 
doing, what they’re doing off the 
course, what they’re providing for the 
community, economic growth and for 
the charity dollars. It’s a tournament 
that you want to be at, and it’s just 
growing, but it’s growing not only from 
the golf side, it’s growing from the fan 
base, it’s growing from the volunteers, 
it’s growing from the outreach outside 
the game of golf, the community 
of charity, community of economic 
growth. Just everything about the 
tournament is growing, and everybody 
sees that, players see that, and they hear 
the buzz. They know the buzz, and now 
more and more people are just going to 
get bigger and bigger.”
   All those factors have led to Watson’s 
special feeling for the tournament, as 
demonstrated by him usually being 
among the first players to commit 
each year. “My affinity, the love for 
this place, is just the communication 
between player and sponsor, the 
communication of my family, my 
family loves this tournament now 
because of my situation,” Watson said. 
“The situation with my dad, and that’s 
why Ryder Cup means so much to me. 

Every year that I make the Ryder Cup 
team or as a vice captain, I tell them 
why it means so much is because the 
only event my dad ever saw me win 
was the Travelers. The last event he ever 
watched me play in from his hospital 
bed was the Ryder Cup.
   “So the affinity is just coming back 
here because of what it means to my 
family, my mom, my first time winning 
but then on my dad’s side of him. So 
this city, this town, this community has 
been great for me and my family, and 
that’s really why the love started. … It’s 
just one of those things when you get 
here, the energy you feel from the fans 
and the people around the event. You 
get energized, and there’s certain places 
you show up you’re just energized. No 
matter how good you play or how bad 
you play you’re still energized at those 
places.”
 
   When Watson returns to Connecticut 
in mid-June, a replica of his Bubba’s 
Sweet Spot restaurant in Pensacola will 
be there for him to see in the Fan Zone 
at TPC River Highlands. “They are 
making it for the kids and to honor me 
for the wins,” Watson said. “It will be 
cool. They are not asking me to hammer 
nails and put a building together. I don’t 
know what their dream is going to be 
or how they are going to set it up, but 
they know what mine looks like and 
they know what kids like, so it will be 
interesting to see it all done up.”
   Watson will then be looking to tie 
Billy Casper for most victories in the 
tournament that began as the Insurance 
City Open at Wethersfield Country 
Club in 1952.
   During his visit, Watson got a tour of a 
new clubhouse, which is 40,000 square 
feet, four times the size of the original 
facility. It includes multiple meeting, 
grill and dining areas, larger pro shop 
and locker rooms, two commercial-
grade kitchens, a ballroom that fits as 
many as 305 people for functions with 
dining and up to 500 for theater-style 
events, and patios overlooking the 
course that can be used for numerous 
activities, including weddings that have 
already been booked. It also has five 
interactive touch-screen video boards 
with eight additional media screens 
in four locations dotting the walls, 
showing the history of the course and 
its champions.
   The third-largest clubhouse on 
the PGA Tour is the latest in major 
upgrades to TPC River Highlands. A 
new 23-acre state-of-the-art practice 

facility, including The First Tee of 
Connecticut Learning Center that has 
a four-hole mini-course, was completed 
in 2008, and major renovations to 
the course were done before the 2016 
tournament.
    “(The clubhouse) is really the third 
leg of the stool,” Bessette said. “Our 
goal, right from the beginning, was 
to make this the best tournament 
on the Tour, so we try to improve it 
in some way each year.” TPC River 
Highlands general manager David 
Corrado said the building was modeled 
after clubhouses at several other TPC 
courses, with modifications such as the 
use of Connecticut field stone to give it 
a New England look.
   “This is just one more notch on the 
Travelers belt,” Watson said. “They can 
market everything they’ve done over the 
last 10 or 12 years for this tournament. 
Believe me, guys notice.” A year ago, 
the tournament had its best field since 
Travelers became title sponsor and the 
best overall since the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. But it climbed a step higher 
this year thanks to World Golf Hall 
of Famer Phil Mickelson, the event’s 
only back-to-back winner (2001-02), 
committing to play for the first time 
in 16 years.
         
 Mickelson Returning to Travelers
   Phil Mickelson, the winner of 44 
PGA Tour titles, including five major 
championships, was a big part of the 
earlier top-flight fields, but scheduling 
problems caused Lefty to miss the 
tournament since 2003. He committed 
to play in the inaugural Travelers 
Championship, but he injured his 
wrist in preparation for the U.S. 
Open and was forced to withdraw. In 
five tournament starts, he has earned 
$1,295,320. After missing the cut in 
his debut in 1992, he tied for 26th in 
1994, won in 2001 and 2002 and tied 
for 58th in 2003.
   But Travelers officials continually 
tried to lure Mickelson back. Each year, 
Bessette would see his friend Steve Loy 
“under the tree” at the Masters. The 
“tree” is a popular meeting place at 
Augusta National Golf Club where old 
friendships are rekindled and business 
matters are tended to. For Bessette 
and Loy, Mickelson’s college coach 
at Arizona State and now a longtime 
business partner and agent, it was 
about both.
   It was where Bessette found out it 
was possible Mickelson would return to 
play in the Travelers Championship this 
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year. Loy suggested Bessette and Grube 
go to the Wells Fargo Championship 
in Charlotte, N.C., three weeks later.
 
   “I went to speak with Phil in the locker 
room,” Bessette said. “He said, ‘I’m so 
excited to be coming back to Hartford.’ 
I said, ‘The fans of Connecticut love 
you.’ A lot of pieces have to fall in place 
for a golfer to be able and want to play 
at the Travelers.”
   A week later, Mickelson officially 
committed to an event that has its 
largest purse in its history, $7.2 million, 
so Bessette will have more time to visit 
with Loy, the president of the golf 
division at Lagardere-Unlimited.
   Mickelson, 48, won the tournament 
when it was called the Canon Greater 
Hartford Open. Bessette was working at 
Travelers when Mickelson last appeared 
in Cromwell, but in St. Paul, Minn., 
and not involved with golf. Grube was 
the executive director of the First Tee 
of Greater Birmingham that summer, 
which was a year after Canon left as title 
sponsor and the year before Buick took 
over for three years (2004-06).
   Though Mickelson hasn’t been 
in Connecticut for 16 years, he has 
remained close to the tournament, 
even purchasing a $10,000 table at the 
Bruce Edwards Foundation Dinner. 
The dinner was hosted by Travelers 
Executive Chairman of the Board Jay 
Fishman, who announced in August 
2015 that he had been diagnosed with 
ALS. He gave an inspiring 20-minute 
talk from his wheelchair during the 
dinner and then died less than three 
weeks later.
   Others in attendance included Tom 
and Bubba Watson, Connecticut 
Governor Dannel Malloy, PGA 
Tour commissioner Tim Finchem, 
CBS announcer Jim Nance, award-
winning author John Feinstein and 
dozens of players and caddies. It raised 
more than $1.1 million, with Bubba 
donating the $100,000 and Brian Gay 
contributing $10,000, which he won 
in the tournament’s closest-to-the-pin 
competition at The Umbrella at Hole 
15½.
   Mickelson’s return to Cromwell will 
be the first time he will play the week 
after a major championship since 2006. 
His family normally goes on vacation 
the week after the U.S. Open, which is 
June 13-16 at Pebble Beach Golf Links 
in California, where Mickelson has won 
five times, including in February, but 
that vacation was pushed back a week. 
Mickelson has been a runner-up in 

the U.S. Open a record six times, but 
a victory a week before the Travelers 
Championship in his home state of 
California would enable him to join 
Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Ben 
Hogan, Gary Player and Gene Sarazen 
as the only players to win a career Grand 
Slam.
   Mickelson, who was inducted into 
the World Golf Hall of Fame in 2012, 
was No. 23 in the Official World 
Golf Ranking in early June and one 
of 14 players in the Top 23 who had 
committed to the tournament. Other 
high-ranked players included Watson, 
No. 1 Brooks Koepka, who won a 
second consecutive PGA Championship 
in May and will shoot for a record third 
straight U.S. Open title at Pebble 
Beach, reigning British Open champion 
Francesco Molinari, Justin Thomas, 
Patrick Reed, Bryson DeChambeau, 
Tony Finau, Paul Casey, Tony Finau, 
Jason Day, Tommy Fleetwood, Patrick 
Cantlay, Louis Oosthuizen, Kevin 
Kisner, Vermont native Keegan Bradley 
and 2012 Travelers Championship 
winner Marc Leishmann.
   “It’s by far the best field we have had,” 
Bessette said. “I think we will end up 
with 15 of the top 25.” And to think 
that a year ago high-profile players 
such as 2017 Travelers winner Jordan 
Spieth and Rory McIlroy expressed 
doubt that the Travelers would be able 
to put together another collection of 
marquee players with the U.S. Open 
so far away for the fifth time. Hearing 
such sentiments, Grube and Bessette 
started recruiting early.
   “If you have ever worked with Andy, 
you know that if you ever said you 
can’t do something that just means 
I will show you that I can,” Grube 
said. “He said we need to redouble 
our efforts, go back out, make sure 
people understand who we are and 
what we are and let’s go out and build 
the best field we possibly said. It’s our 
relentless pursuit of the status quo being 
absolutely unacceptable, and every year 
we’re going to make this better, and that 
wouldn’t be possible without Andy’s 
leadership.”
 
   Bessette concurred whole-heartedly. 
“You don’t want to be disrespectful, but 
if somebody says something about that, 
that the U.S. Open, wherever that is, 
that the field wouldn’t be as good — 
are you kidding?” he said with a laugh. 
“That’s a challenge. Now the gauntlet 
was thrown down, so we worked really 
hard to get a really good field early. … 

Eventually, they all come. They want to 
see what we’re doing. ... I think we’re 
doing the right things. It’s just a matter 
of when it fits into their schedule and 
their lives.”
   Travelers emphatically demonstrated 
its dedication to the tournament in 
2014, when it became the first title 
sponsor to sign a 10-year contract 
extension with the PGA Tour. The 
tournament also offers players and their 
family and caddie a charter flight from 
the U.S. Open to Connecticut. It’s 
part of the reason why the tournament 
received the PGA Tour’s “Players 
Choice Award” twice and was named 
the “Tournament of the Year” for the 
first time in 2017. The “Players Choice” 
Award is voted on exclusively by PGA 
Tour members and is based on players’ 
experiences with tournament services, 
hospitality, player and family amenities, 
community support, attendance, golf 
course and other attributes.
    Those were two of the record four 
awards that the tournament won in 
2017, the others being “Most Fan 
Friendly Event” and “Best Tournament 
Sales.” The tournament has now 
received 14 PGA Tour awards since 
2009, with the others being “Most Fan 
Friendly Event” (2010, 2012), “Best 
Title Sponsor Integration” (2009, 2010, 
2012), “Best Marketing Program” 
(2011), “Best Use of Players” (2012), 
“Best Charity Integration” (2013) and 
“Best Special Event” (2016).
   Then in April, the tournament 
received a “President’s Award” from the 
Connecticut Sports Writers’ Alliance 
during its annual Gold Key Dinner. The 
award is given to an individual, team or 
organization that has made a significant 
and positive impact on the state’s sports 
landscape, which the tournament has 
done on all fronts.
    “The Travelers Championship is 
the benchmark for charity giving,” 
Alliance president Tim Jensen said while 
presenting the award to Grube.“We’re 
incredibly honored to be recognized 
by the Connecticut Sports Writers’ 
Alliance,” Bessette said when the award 
was announced. “The Gold Key Dinner 
celebrates the finest in Connecticut 
sports, and to be included among this 
year’s recipients was a testament to 
the hard work and dedication from so 
many people who have supported the 
tournament.”
     “I can’t even tell you how proud we 
are at Travelers,” said Bessette, whose 
company provides about half of the 
4,000 volunteers during tournament 

week. “This pride all throughout our 
company with what we do with the 
Travelers Championship, we’re so 
proud to be a partner of the PGA 
Tour and with the staff at the Travelers 
Championship and with the board 
and everybody locally that has been 
involved with this tournament, and like 
a lot of us, since 1952, when it was the 
Insurance City Open.
    “If you remember, 12 years ago we had 
lost the event, and it was a lot like the 
(NHL Hartford) Whalers, it was gone. I 
hear people say, well, they were going to 
cancel it. No, the PGA Tour did cancel 
it. It was off the schedule and gone. At 
the time Jay Fishman and I talked and 
said, you know what, this is a great 
opportunity, let’s pursue it, and before 
you knew it we were the title sponsor 
and started our first tournament. 
   “Our goal from Day One has always 
been to make this the best stop on the 
PGA Tour, second to none. It’s been 
our motto from Day One that the 
day you accept the status quo is the 
day you start going backwards, so you 
always have to try to get better, you 
always forge ahead, and I think we’ve 
been somewhat successful with it. The 
field has gotten better year after year, 
but the Players Choice Award is special 
to us because it’s voted on by each of 
the PGA Tour pros. It’s not voted on 
by the staff at the PGA Tour. It’s not 
voted on by anybody other than the 
players, and that means the world to us. 
 
   “And we’ve always tried to make 
the Travelers Championship about 
something for everybody. You don’t 
have to like golf to be a part of what 
we do. You have to only know that 
we’re going to make it better every 
year and make it something we can all 
be proud of in the Hartford region, in 
Connecticut, and for that matter in the 
whole world. We just want to be the 
best that we can be here at the Travelers 
Championship.”
   For tickets and more information 
on the tournament, visit www.
TravelersChampionship.com.
 
TALLMAN EARNS TRAVELERS 
BERTH
   As Chris Tallman walked off the eighth 
green at wind-swept GREATHORSE 
Country Club in Hampden, Mass., after 
carding a double-bogey 7, his mother 
Linda and close friend Bill Shanahan 
approached the 2018 Connecticut 
Section PGA Player of the Year.
   

https://travelerschampionship.com/


19SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND GOLFER / Fall 2018 / 401-464-8445 / www.snegolfer.com 19

CT NOTEBOOK By BRUCE BERLET

“They gave me a few words of 
encouragement, said, ‘Don’t give up, 
keep your chin up,’ ” Tallman recalled. 
So how did Tallman respond? He hit 
a poor tee shot on the 175-yard ninth 
hole but recovered as well as imaginable, 
sinking a 60-foot putt for birdie 2.
   
“Number 9 was a turning point,” a 
smiling Tallman said in one of the all-
time major understatements.
   A turning point, indeed, but a mere 
portent of what was to come in a 
stunning one-hole playoff victory over 
Kyle Bilodeau in the Section’s Spring 
PGA Stroke Play Championship that 
earned the winner a spot in the Travelers 
Championship. The improbable birdie 
in winds continually gusting from 20 to 
30 mph gave Tallman a 4-over-par 40 
on the front nine but got him within 
three shots of playing partner Bilodeau, 
who shared the first-round lead with 
Tallman at 5-under 67.
   
Tallman and Bilodeau were neck-and-
neck down the stretch before each 
closed with a 6-over 78 for a 36-hole 
total of 145 and headed back to the 
18th hole, the most difficult on the 
course, and the most memorable finish 
in tournament history. Tallman’s 48-
foot birdie putt with a right-to-left 
break of about eight feet curled into 
the cup, giving him a berth in his first 
PGA Tour event. 
“There’s a knoll on the right side of 
the green, so I was just trying to get it 
close,” Tallman said. “I hit the ball with 
a nice pace, and it just went in.”
   
And just right that the 32-year-old in 
his fifth year as the general manager 
and head pro at Cold Spring CC in 
Belchertown, Mass., had fulfilled a 
dream. Earning $1,400 would pay some 
bills, but getting to play against some 
of the best players in the world was 
Tallman’s biggest prize.
   
“Last year, my goal was to be Player of 
the Year,” said Tallman, who clinched 
that achievement for the first time 
with a seven-stroke victory in the 
Connecticut Section Championship. 
“This year, my goal was to make the 
Travelers Championship. Now I’d like 
to make the (Travelers) cut and get to 
the weekend, which would be really 
rewarding because I’ll really interested 
in junior golf. I work with about 40 
juniors at the club, and a lot of them 
have said that they would come to 
watch me play if I won.”

  Bilodeau, the assistant pro at the Golf 
Club of Avon who won the tournament 
in 2013 and 2015 and was bogey-free 
in the first round, had to settle for 
the $1,100 second prize after he and 
Tallman finished three strokes ahead of 
three players – Bob Mucha (Edgewood 
GC-Southwick, Mass.), Fran Marrello 
(Canaan CC) and Jordan Gosler (Twin 
Hills CC-Coventry).
 AMATEURS BEAT PROS AGAIN
   As  would be expected,  the 
Connecticut Section PGA’s leading 
players had regularly got the best 
of their Connecticut State Golf 
Association’s counterparts in the Julius 
Boros Challenge Cup Matches at 
New Haven CC. The club pros from 
most of Connecticut and Western 
Massachusetts had won six consecutive 
matches before the amateurs finally 
ended their drought in 2018.
   The CSGA standouts validated that 
win when they repeated in the Nassau-
style competition for the first time since 
2011 with a resounding 46.5-25.5 
victory. The amateurs prevailed on 
the front nine, back nine and overall 
matches in both team and individual 
matches. They won the best-ball 
matches 17-7 and the individual 
matches 29.5-18.5, but the pros still 
have a sizable 34-14 lead in the series.
    “It feels great, for sure, but it was 
closer than it seemed, even after the 
front nine,” CSGA captain Roger 
Everin said. “The key was our guys stuck 
to it and really played well on the back 
nine, so I feel very fortunate to be on 
the winning end again.”
Among the amateurs claiming all 
three points in their team match 
were Glen Boggini (Manchester CC) 
and Patrick Griffin (Blue Fox Run 
GC-Avon), with Griffin making four 
consecutive birdies and shooting 
4-under 30 on the front nine; Dan 
Murphy (H. Smith Richardson GC-
Fairfield) and Jamie Sheltman (Alling 
Memorial GC-New Haven); and James 
Giampaolo (Shuttle Meadow CC-
Kensington). For the PGA, Tallman 
and Bilodeau swept their match. In 
the individual matches, Murphy, 2017 
CSGA Amateur champion Richard 
Dowling (Golf Performance Center-
Ridgefield) and former professional 
Nick Cook (Tashua Knolls GC-
Trumbull) took all three points for the 
CSGA. On the PGA side, Bilodeau 
and Kevin Mahaffey (Pequabuck GC-
Bristol) swept their matches   Last 
year’s Challenge Cup victory was the 
start of an unprecedented sweep in 

team competition for Connecticut 
amateurs. In August, the state’s junior 
team dominated the New England 
Junior Invitational Championship, and 
in October, the CSGA team won by a 
point over Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island in the Tri-State Matches. 
MARSHALL WINS WALTER 
LOWELL TOURNAMENT
   Ian Marshall made five birdies while 
accumulating 40 Stableford points 
to win the $1,500 first prize in the 
Connecticut Section PGA Walter 
Lowell PGA Tournament at Twin 
Hills CC in East Longmeadow, Mass. 
Marshall, the Section president from 
Watertown GC, finished 10 points 
ahead of Jan Wivestad of Crestbrook 
GC in Watertown and 13 in front of 
Jeff DelRosso of Prospect Golf Range.
   During the day’s activities, Fairview 
Farm Golf Course in Harwinton 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  S e c t i o n’s  2 0 1 9 
Walter Lowell Public Golf Course 
Distinguished Service Award. Since 
2001, the award has honored a public 
golf course in the Section in recognition 
of their dedication to the promotion 
of the game of golf. The award was 
inaugurated in honor of Canton Golf 
Course, which was owned by the 
Lowell family, for the standards set 
towards a public course’s responsibility 
to its community to provide playing 
opportunities for all those who want 
to play and learn the game.
   Lowell is an honorary president of 
the Section after holding numerous 
positions in the organization, including 
president. He was a member of the PGA 
of America board of directors for years 
and its Professional of the Year in 1978. 
He also was instrumental in women 
becoming eligible to join the PGA of 
America in 1977. … Their eighth birdie 
of the day on the difficult 18th hole 
gave Brian Hussey and Matthew 
Rosengrant a bogey-free 8-under 
64 and a one-stroke victory in the 
Connecticut Section PGA Pro-Assistant 
Pro Championship at Ellington Ridge 
CC. The duo from Rock Ridge CC in 
Newtown edged Tim Gavronski and 
James Giampaolo of Shuttle Meadow 
CC in Kensington.
LOCAL TOUCH FOR PGA CUP
   Alex Beach of Stamford, 2012 
Connecticut Open champion Jason 
Caron and frequent State Open 
contender Danny Balin are among 10 
club professionals who will comprise 
the United States team against Great 
Britain-Ireland in the 29th PGA Cup on 

Sept. 27-29 at the Omni Barton Creek 
Resort and Spa in Austin, Texas. 
   PGA Professional Championship 
winner Beach (Westchester CC-Rye, 
N.Y.), Caron (Mill River Club-Oyster 
Bay, N.Y.), Balin (Fresh Meadow CC-
Lake Success, N.Y.) and five others 
qualified for the 10-man team in the 
PGA Professional Championship at 
Belfair’s West Course in Bluffton, S.C. 
Beach and Caron will be two of six 
players who will make his tournament 
debut. Caron is the husband of the 
former Liz Janangelo, an assistant pro at 
the Mill River Club who won a record 
five consecutive Connecticut State 
Women’s Amateur Championships, 
four Connecticut Women’s Open titles 
and was the NCAA Division I Player 
of the Year and won two national 
championships while at Duke before 
playing on the Duramed and LPGA 
Tours.
   The final two players – 2016 PGA 
Professional champion Rich Berberian 
Jr. of Hooksett, N.H. (Vesper CC-
Tynsborough, Mass.)  and Sean 
McCarthy (Brown Deer GC-Coralville, 
Iowa) – clinched berths after final 
points were tabulated through the PGA 
Championship.
   The PGA Cup began in 1973 at 
Pinehurst (N.C.) Country Club as an 
outgrowth of the PGA Professional 
Championship. Structured after the 
format of the Ryder Cup, the event 
features the top club pros from both 
sides of the Atlantic. Although the U.S. 
team dominated early, GB&I has made 
a resurgence. The U.S. is 17-7-4 overall 
but hasn’t won the trophy since 2011 
at CordeValle.
Bruce Berlet is the retired golf writer 
for the Hartford Courant and writes a 
Connecticut Notebook column in each 
issue of snegolfer.com.

Look for 
Bruce Berlets 
Post on SNE-
Golfer.Com

https://snegolfer.com/travelers-bound-cantley-wins-memorial/
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CVS HEALTH CHARITY CLASSIC PLAYER BIOS

Billy Andrade Keegan Bradley

Lydia KoBrad Faxon

Billy Horschel Max Homa

Morgan PresselDarren Clarke

Hometown: Hometown:

Hometown:Hometown:

Hometown: Hometown:

Hometown:Hometown:

PGA Tour Pro since: PGA Tour Pro since:

LPGA Tour Pro since:PGA Tour Pro since:

PGA Tour Pro since: PGA Tour Pro since:

PGA Tour Pro since:PGA Tour Pro since:

Charles Schwabb Cup Rank: FedEx Cup Rank:

Rolex Rank:Charles Schwabb Cup Rank:

FedEx Cup Rank FedEx Cup Rank

Rolex RankCharles Schwabb Cup Rank:

OWGR: OWGR:

Solheim Cups:

PGA Tour Victories: PGA Tour Victories:

LPGA Tour Victories:

Ryder Cups:

PGA Tour Victories:

PGA Tour Victories: PGA Tour Victories:

LPGA Tour Victories:PGA Tour Victories:
Ryder Cups:

Ryder Cups:

2019 Earnings:
2019 Earnings:

2019 Earnings:
2019 Earnings:

2019 Earnings: 2019 Earnings:

2019 Earnings:2019 Earnings:
International Victories:
Champions Tour Victories:

Career Earnings:
Career Earnings:

Career Earnings:
Career Earnings:

Career Earnings: Career Earnings:

Career Earnings:
International Victories:
Major Wins:

International Victories:
International Victories:

International Victories:
International Victories:

Champions Tour Victories:
Champions Tour Victories:

Champions Tour Victories:

Bristol, RI Woodstock, VT

N. Harbour, New ZealandBarrington, RI

Grant, FL Burbank, CA

Tampa, FL   Dungannon,  N. Ireland

1987 2008

20141983

2009 2013

20061990

20 58

1582

57 35

18418

41 102

5

4 4

15

2

8

5 1

23
5

42
8

2

8
4

15
21

3
1

2

$166,961
$1,001,423

$161,519
$11,250

$871,619 $1,795,284

$21,856$188,380

$5,091,357
$23,611,137

$23,611,137
$1,694,339

$20,800,790 $2,389,555

$7,380570
3
1

Additional Notes: 4x All-American at the University of Florida Additional Notes: Won his first PGA Tour victory at the 2019 Wells Fargo 
Championship. First Team All-American as a senior at U-Cal Berkley in 2019

Additional Notes: In 2001, at the age of 12, Pressel was the youngest golfer 
to qualify for the U.S. Open. Later broken by Lexi Thompson ins 2007

Additional Notes: CVS Health Charity Classic Co-Host, 2x All-American at 
Furman University

Additional Notes: Captained the European team at the 2016 Ryder Cup 
and led the team to victory.

Additional Notes: Captained the European team at the 2016 Ryder Cup 
and led the team to victory.

Additional Notes: Became the fastest player in LPGA history to cross 
the $9 million earnings threshold with her third-place finish at the Mejer 
LPGA Classic for Simply Give

Additional Notes: CVS Health Charity Classic Co-Host, Helped lead Wake 
Forrest to the 1986 NCAA Championship

http://www.cvshealthcharityclassic.com/
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CVS HEALTH CHARITY CLASSIC

    

                                                                                                                            

 
 

2019 CVS Health Charity Classic Event Series Facts Sheet  
 
 

Crave RI  June 20 – 21, 2019 | Dunkin’ Donuts Center, Providence, RI 
Featured Chefs Jennifer Behm-Lazzarini, Red Fin Kitchen + Crudo  

Andy Teixeira, Brix @ Newport Vineyards 
 
 

 

Charity Classic Golf June 23 – 24, 2019 | Rhode Island Country Club, Barrington, RI 
Professional Co-Hosts Billy Andrade & Brad Faxon 
2018 Champions Keegan Bradley, Billy Andrade & Brooke Henderson  
Professional Format Six teams of three, comprised of one PGA TOUR Pro, one PGA Tour Champions Pro & one LPGA Tour Pro 
Presenting Sponsors Pepsi & Nature’s Bounty 

  

 
Team pairings will be released via the CVS Health Charity Classic social media platforms as the event draws closer. Follow 
@CVSClassicGolf to stay up to date. Golf pros joining the tournament Co-Hosts, Brad Faxon and Billy Andrade will be fan favorites 
Keegan Bradley, Morgan Pressel, Billy Horschel, and Lydia Ko. Newcomers Max Homa and Darren Clarke will also be competing in 
their first CVS Health Charity Classic. 
 
About The CVS Health Charity Classic Event Series 
The CVS Health Charity Classic is one of Rhode Island's largest charitable event series, including a golf tournament featuring some 
of the world's top professional golfers and a two-day food festival highlighting local restaurants, breweries, and vineyards. Since its 
inception in 1999, the Charity Classic has donated more than $22 million to Southern New England nonprofit organizations that 
provide vital funding to a range of programs serving children and families. For additional information on the CVS Health Charity 
Classic, please visit www.cvshealthcharityclassic.com. Follow the Charity Classic on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for updates 
on the event as they happen. 

         

                                                                                                                            

 
 

2019 CVS Health Charity Classic Event Series  
Schedule of Events 

 

 
 

About The CVS Health Charity Classic Event Series 
The CVS Health Charity Classic is one of Rhode Island’s largest charitable event series, including a golf tournament featuring some of 
the world’s top professional golfers and a two-day food festival highlighting local restaurants, breweries, and vineyards. Since its 
inception in 1999, the Charity Classic has donated more than $22 million for Southern New England nonprofit organizations that provide 
vital funding to a range of programs serving children and families. For additional information on the CVS Health Charity Classic, please 
visit www.cvshealthcharityclassic.com. Follow the Charity Classic on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for updates on the event as they 
happen.  

 

Thursday, June 20 Crave RI 
  5:30 PM Dunkin’ Donuts Center 

Friday, June 21 Crave RI  
  5:30 PM Dunkin’ Donuts Center 

Sunday, June 23 Pepsi Celebrity Pro-Am 
  7:00 AM Gates Open | Rhode Island Country Club 
  7:00 AM Official Morning Pro-Am 
  1:00 PM Official Afternoon Pro-Am 

Monday, June 24 CVS Health Charity Classic  
  8:00 AM Gates Open | Rhode Island Country Club 
  9:45 AM First Professional Tee Time 
  10:45 AM All Kids Can Three Hole Challenge presented by Kimberly Clark 
  2:45 PM 18 Green Awards Ceremony 
  

SNE GOLFER WILL ANNOUNCE THE COMPLETE PLAYER ROSTER AND PAIRINGS WHEN RELEASED

http://www.cvshealthcharityclassic.com/
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WOMEN’S GOLFBy KATHARINE DYSON

Hey Girls:  Try the Brunswick Islands, NC for golf, Sun, Sand and Great food

You’d have to have been buried in 
a pot bunker not to have heard 
of “The Grand Strand” of Myrtle 

Beach in the Carolinas with its 100 
plus courses, endless beaches lined with 
high rise condos, chain restaurants and 
nonstop activities where you can play 
‘til you drop at great prices.
   Still there is another coastal area you 
may not know about: the Brunswick 
Islands north of the popular Myrtle 
stretch. It’s a lot quieter here with a 
southern beat you can feel, with soft 
ocean breezes, ever-changing grassy 
marshes and buckets of seafood and 
hush puppies to peak your appetite.  
And the capper? The Brunswick Islands 
has more than 35 golf courses that flow 
through marshes and along the sea. 
Glitz, gridlock and other things that 
might not be your style? Not here. 
   Locally-owned water-side seafood 
restaurants like Oyster Rock in Cal-
abash; lighthouses and art galleries 
plus small towns like Southport cool 
enough to be used for movie sets such 

as “Crimes of the Heart” and “Summer 
Catch” give you a plethora of things to 
do off course.
   It’s a perfect place for ladies’ golf 
getaways. I know.  I went there this 
spring. While the weather in the North-
east continued to be dismal, rainy and 
chilly, delaying the opening of some 
local courses, our merry band of “girls” 
from as far away as Colorado, smugly 
enjoyed sunny 80-85 degree days and 
evenings warm enough to dine outside 
by the water and sit on decks at the 
seaside Winds Resort, chatting into 
the late evenings. And yes, one in our 
group even lit up a cigar.  That’s living!
   We played in the early mornings tee-
ing up at the Arnold Palmer-designed 
River’s Edge, Tim Cate’s Tiger’s Eye at 
Ocean Ridge Plantation and the Bruns-
wick Plantation Golf Course designed 
by William Byrd and Clyde Johnston 
with a clubhouse evoking “Gone with 
the Wind.” 
   We learned how courses here were 
making serious attempts to make their 

environment more women- friendly.  
Many were rethinking their “forward” 
tees. Rivers Edge already had five tees 
but offered seven combinations for play 
ranging from 6,635 to 4,525 yards.  
And their forward tees were not red, 
but blue. Other courses also provided 
sensible tees for women and more rated 
choices to accommodate all range of 
players.  
   Conscious that women are an import-
ant part of their business, yet approach 
golf a bit differently from men, Scott 
Thrailkill of Brunswick Plantation said, 
“We want to build an environment that 
is fun.” Were we having fun?  You bet. 
   Afternoons were for discovery. One 
day we checked out the latest in wom-
en’s golf apparel at Lori’s Golf Shoppe 
and browsed the vast art collection at 
the Sunset River Marketplace. On an-
other, we climbed the 131 steps to the 
gallery of the Oak Island Lighthouse 
for superb views of the countryside and 
visited the Silver Coast Winery. Having 
grown up in the Finger Lakes region 
of N.Y. State and familiar with wine 
regions of the world such as California, 
France and Portugal, I wasn’t expecting 
to be blown away by our tasting of 
North Carolina wines.  But….
   The first one we tried, their Stain-
less Chardonnay was a hit out of the 
starting gate, a crisp, well balanced 
wine with hints of green apples, pears 
and fruits. Their Merlot was likewise 
a winner.  Touriga, Cape Fear Blood 
Wine — the list went on making it a 
struggle to choose a favorite especially 
as Silver Coast’s presenter, Al Gomes, 
made every wine sound irresistible
   Evenings we were off to dinner at yet 
another local place with clever menus 
and irresistible food like the freshly 
shucked oysters at Oyster Rock and 
thick steaks and scallops at The Bound-
ary House in Calabash. We consumed 
fresh grouper at Fishy Fishy dining out-
side by the harbor in Southport and at 
the Ocean Isle Fish Company in Ocean 
Isle Beach, we sat on their open-air 
deck on chairs made from large painted 
planks salvaged from wooden boats. 
Clever recycling indeed.
   Every menu included “catch of the 
day” and that meant caught that day! 
Shrimp, clams, oysters, fish, accompa-
nied by fried green tomatoes and hush 
puppies…just bring it on.  Craft beers 
with crafty names like Luchador from 
Mason Jar Lager Co. and Pineapple 
Beach from Funky Buddha along with 

signature drinks such as Key Lime 
Margarita and Miami Vice sweetened 
the pot.
   We had a contest going too: which 
restaurant served the best key lime pie?  
Tough call. Ultimately the winner was 
Oyster Rock in Calabash where the 
oysters, raw, steamed and Rockefel-
ler-style were good enough for second 
helpings along with the calamari and 
fried green tomato appetizers.  The tart 
pale yellow pie came with a live orchid 
and whipped cream.  The tipping point 
for sure. 
   On our last day we became true sloths 
as we soaked up the massages and facials 
at the Sacred Willow Spa.  Two hours of 
bliss left us totally unprepared for golf ’s 
rigors in any case so it was a good time 
to sadly depart. The price was right too. 
The Spa Special for a one-hour facial 
and one-hour massage, $110.
   The Brunswick Islands are used to 
hosting golfing (and other) groups.  
For example along the dunes of Ocean 
Isle Beach, The Winds Resort has 4-6 
bedroom cottages with large living 
rooms and kitchens, family rooms, 1-3 
bedroom suites, and other configura-
tions. There are three pools, Tiki Bar, 
fitness room, bicycles, and event spaces 
indoors and out.  The Winds’ Fall Fore 
Golf deal from $109 includes lodging, 
golf, with cart, breakfast, and daily 
housekeeping. Thewinds.com
   At the Brunswick Plantation you can 
stay in one of the spacious villas located 
along the fairways and choose from 
more than 20 play and stay packages 
such as the two night/three round deal 
per person, with four golfers staying in 
a two-bedroom unit. brunswickplan-
tation.com
   Your biggest dilemma may be which 
beach, which place: Sunset, Ocean Isle, 
Holden, Oak Island, Caswell, or Bald 
Head; Leland, Shallotte, Southport or 
Calabash? 

Getting here: Driving will take you 
about 13 hours or fly into Wilmington, 
NC or Myrtle Beach and rent a car. 
Information: ncbrunswick.com
PS: The Brunswick Islands are perfect 
for men’s groups too.  Trust us.  Plenty 
of good places to play big courses, eat, 
drink and relax! And did we mention 
great fishing, kayaking and sports bars.
Katharine Dyson is a member of the Golf 
Writers of America and the Golf Travel 
Writers of America and writes a Women’s 
Golf column in each issue of snegolfer.com.

www.joeandleighs.com
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E.MASS NOTEBOOK By MIKE KIRBY

U.S. Women’s Open had Eastern Mass. Threesome

Eastern Massachusetts was 
well represented in a pair of 
USGA events recently. In one 

event, in fact, it was a Boston area 
reunion.  When the U.S. Women’s 
Open began May 30 at the Country 
Club of Charleston in Charleston, 
S.C., the USGA decided to group 
all three Bay Staters in the field in 
one threesome.
   On the 10th tee at the 7:33 a.m. 
start time were pro stalwarts, Megan 
Khang, a native of Rockland ranked 
No. 40 on the LPGA Top-100 
Money List, and Brittany Altomare, 
a native of Shrewsbury who is in the 
No. 50 on the money list. Joining 
them was Shannon Johnson, a 
resident of Norton who is exempt 
into the field after winning the 
2018 U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur 
Championship last September 
at Norwood Hills Country Club 
in St. Louis. Johnson is one of 
only four amateur competitors 
who was exempt into this year’s 
championship.
   Khang was making her sixth 
straight appearance and her seventh 
overall in the U.S. Women’s Open, 
looking to build on her career-
best finish, a tie for 10th, one year 
ago at Shoal Creek Golf Club in 
Alabama. The 21-year old Khang 
has competed in six LPGA events 
this season with her best finish to 
date coming at the Honda LPGA 
Thailand, where she placed eighth.
   Altomare, 28, enjoyed a successful 
career at the University of Virginia 
before turning professional in 2014. 
She was competing in her second 
consecutive U.S. Women’s Open 
and her third appearance overall. 
She finished in a tie for 41st last 
year. Since turning pro, Altomare 
has recorded five top-10 finishes, 
with her best 2019 finish coming at 
the LPGA’s HSBC Women’s World 
Championship where she ended in 
a tie for 11th.
   Johnson, a South Dakota 
native who moved to the Bay 
State in 2012 to work for club 
manufacturer Ping, will compete 
in her first career U.S. Women’s 
Open Championship. The reigning 
Massachusetts Women’s Amateur 
champion and the defending Mass 
Golf Anne Marie Tobin Women’s 
Player of the Year, she will be 

making her 16th overall appearance 
in a USGA championship. She also 
competed in the U.S. Women’s 
Four-Ball Championship in April 
at Timuquana Country Club, in 
Jacksonville, Fla.
   Meanwhile, former Brockton 
firefighter Matt Parziale, who 
survived the cut at last year’s U.S. 
Open at Shinnecock Hills after 
winning the 2017 U.S. Men’s Mid-
Amateur, made it to the match play 
round of the U.S. Men’s Amateur 
Four-Ball Championship at Bandon 
Dunes in Oregon. Parziale teamed 
up with Kingston’s Herbie Aikens 
to shoot 69-65-134 in 36 holes of 
stroke play to make it to the Round 
of 32.
A true muni
   Lots of cities and towns own golf 
courses that are run by a private 
company. Abington, however, is 
taking the term “municipal golf 
course” to a new level.
   The town has owned Strawberry 
Valley Golf Course, a par-35 nine-
holer, since the 1980s, but a private 
company has always handled the 
day-to-day operations. For the last 
10 years, an Abington company 
called Calm Golf Inc. has managed 
the course under the supervision of 
the town’s Strawberry Valley Golf 
Course Committee.
   The town found out in December 
that no companies bid on the five-
year management contract and that 
the principal of Calm Golf would be 
retiring and dissolving the company. 
That left the course without a 
manager, so the committee, which 
had been considering the possibility 
for years, is going to run the course 
itself with the help of a full-time 
superintendent.
   Taking over a business means 
buying equipment, and voters at 
a recent town meeting approved 
spending $25,000 for a new 
cash register system, $50,000 to 
buy second-hand landscaping 
equipment, $80,000 to lease 25 golf 
carts for a year and $40,000 to make 
repairs and upgrades to golf course 
buildings. The superintendent will 
be the only full-time employee with 
all others seasonal.
Stars on the Cape
   Three Cape Cod professionals 
have won awards from the NEPGA. 

Holly Ridge’s Darren Falk, who 
won the Cape Cod Chapter of 
the NEPGA’s Junior Leader of the 
Year, was tabbed as the NEPGA’s 
Youth Player Development winner. 
Jennifer Hudson of Sankaty Head 
Golf Club on Nantucket was 
honored as the NEPGA Teacher of 
the Year.
   The third winner is former Cape 
Cod chapter president and winner 
of the area pro of the year honor 
two years ago, Jesse Schechtman of 
Hyannis Golf Course. Schechtman 
was named the Merchandiser of 
the Year for Public Courses in New 
England.
   Schechtman, a former Barnstable 
High School standout, took over 
the club’s reins in 2015 and in four 
years has more than doubled the 
revenue generated in the Hyannis 
Golf Club’s pro shop.
Mike Kirby, a columnist for The Sun 
Chronicle of Attleboro, writes an 
Eastern Mass. column in each issue 
of snegolfer.com and can be reached 
at mkirbygolf18@gmail.com. 

2019 Weekday Golf Specials

18 Holes, Golf Car and Lunch $55

Senior (62+) 18 Holes with Car $40

UXBRIDGE, MA  508.278.6110   BLISSFULMEADOWS.COM

Blissful Meadows Golf Club
Uxbridge, Massachusetts

Tee off until 1pm Mon.-Fri.

Tee off until 12pm Mon.-Fri.

East Greenwich 
Golf Club

9-hole Public 
Course

Under New 
Management

Competitive 
Rates

401-234-9836

1646 Division Rd.
East Greenwich, 

RI 02818

www.blissfulmeadows.com
https://www.facebook.com/eastgreenwichgolf/
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W. MASS NOTEBOOKBy RUSS HELD

Cold Spring CC pro qualifies for Travelers Championship
Chris Tallman is headed to Cromwell. 
The head golf professional at Cold Spring 
Country Club in Belchertown punched 
his ticket to play in the PGA Tour’s 
Travelers Championship after winning 
the Connecticut Section PGA Spring 
Stroke Play Championship in mid-May. 
   “I’ve been there so many times over 
the years, to watch the best golfers in the 
world there,’’ Tallman said of the June 
20-23 event at TPC River Highlands. 
    Tallman earned a spot in his first PGA 
Tour event when he drained a 35-foot 
putt for birdie at the first extra hole at 
GreatHorse in Hampden. He edged out 
Kyle Bilodeau of Golf Club of Avon 
(Conn.) after both had finished the 36-
hole championship at 1-over-par 145. 
   “I had a big uphill, sliding putt ... 
it went up a tier then moved eight to 
10 feet to the left,’’ Tallman said of his 
final putt. “I was just trying to make a 
good putt, get it close and make him 
(Bilodeau) make his. He had a 40-footer 
that he had hit eight feet past the hole.’’ 
   Tallman, who had finished as high 
as third and seventh at the event in 
previous years, said the Stroke Play 
Championship win was “probably 
one of the most gratifying” of his 
career. The Holyoke resident made 
seven birdies to share the first round 
lead with Bilodeau at 5-under 67. 
Strong winds and tough conditions 
during the final round made it difficult 
as no one broke par and Tallman 

and Bilodeau each closed with 78s. 
   Tallman was four strokes behind 
Bilodeau after he double-bogeyed the 
eighth hole, but he drained a 40-footer 
to birdie the ninth and tapped in for 
birdie after narrowly missing eagle at 
No. 11. “There was a two-shot swing 
there at 11, and just like that I was one 
back,’’ Tallman said. Tallman birdied 
the 13th, and led by one stroke through 
16 before closing with a pair of bogeys. 
Both co-medalists missed 12-footers 
for par with a chance to win it at 18. 
   Tallman’s early success in 2019 
has  been  an  ex tens ion o f  h i s 
2018 season, when he won the 
Connecticut Section’s Player of the 
   Year points ranking honors. He said 
his No. 1 goal this season was to qualify 
for the Travelers. “I had 10 or 11 top 5 
finishes in Section tournaments last year, 
and I won the Section Championship 
that got me into the PGA Professional 

Championship this year.’’ Tallman said.  
   This year, Tallman has competed 
at the national championship for 
club professionals, qualified for the 
Massachusetts Open at Vesper CC 
and was first alternate to sectional 
qual i fying for the U.S.  Open. 

Quirk News
   Springfield native Tim Quirk has 
been hired as the director of golf 
at Leatherstocking Golf Course in 
Cooperstown, N.Y.  “I had a little 
kid’s dream come true once, now I’ve 
had it happen twice,’’ Quirk said. “It’s 
just unbelievable. I thought I had the 
dream job at Longmeadow Country 
Club, now I’m director of golf at a 
beautiful golf course in Cooperstown.’’ 
Quirk had resigned in October after 
nine seasons at Longmeadow CC, 
one of the premier golf clubs in 
Western Massachusetts. He has since 
been replaced there by Brian Keiser. 
   Quirk, 51, said his family has owned 
a second home in upstate New York, 
about 20 miles from Cooperstown, 
for the last decade. “I’ve loved this golf 
course for a long, long time,’’ Quirk said. 
“And it’s in the town where I wanted 
to live for the rest of my life. When 
the job opened up, it was impossible 
for me not to send in a resume.’’ 
   Quirk said Dan Spooner, director 
of golf at Leatherstocking for the last 

23 seasons, will retire at the end of the 
2019 season.
U.S. AMATEUR Four-Ball 
   Crestview CC pair Jacob Zaranek 
and Kyle Puzzo missed the cut at the 
U.S. Amateur Four-Ball Championship 
at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in 
Oregon in late May. The pair made 
eight birdies and combined for rounds 
of 72 and 70, but at 1-under 142 
missed the 36-hole cut by five strokes. 
Pittsfield pair James Cimini and 
Joshua Shepard finished at 143. 
Agent Cody (Booska)
   Cody Booska of Turners Falls 
tied for eighth place at the NAIA 
National Championships. The senior 
at Johnson & Wales University in 
Miami, Fla., led the team to a 12th-
place finish at Las Sendas Golf Club 
in Mesa, Arizona. Booska closed with 
rounds of 69 and two 72s to finish 
at 6-over 290, four strokes off the 
pace. JWU was ranked No. 9 in the 
final regular season, national poll. 
Ricky Werenski
  South Hadley native Richy 
Werenski missed the cut at the PGA 
Championship at Bethpage State 
Park on Long Island, N.Y. The third-
year tour pro carded rounds of 72 

Continued on Page 39

Chris Tallman

https://www.golfwesternmass.com/golf-tournament-solutions.html
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CENTRAL MASS NOTEBOOK By JAY GEARAN

Shieh Wins MIAA State Golf Championship

The MIAA girls state golf cham-
pionship was held on June 3 at  
Pleasant Valley Country Club 

in Sutton. Winning the individual 
title with a 1-over 74 was junior 
Gabrielle Shieh from Concord-Car-
lisle, who also won two seasons ago 
in 2017 when she was a freshman. 
   Shieh made six bogeys in her 
round, but countered with five 
birdies including three in a row 
on holes 10 through 12. “This 
was a nice way to end my junior 
year,” said Shieh, a member at 
Nashawtuc CC in Concord. 
   Sandwich High, in its first sea-
son of girls golf, captured the 
team title at Pleasant Valley with a 
four-best player total of 370. The 
Blue Knights were led by Emma 
Abramson, 90, Bridget Lopes, 92, 
Kristina Thimme, 92 and Emily 
Hunt, 96.
Senior Men’s Golf League 
Events
   The Central Mass. Senior Men’s 
Golf League continues its summer 
events on Thursdays on the follow-
ing dates: June 13 at Templewood in 
Templeton, June 20 at Leicester CC, 
June 27 at Tekoa CC in Westfield, 
July 3 (Wednesday) at Quail Hollow 
Golf and CC in Oakham, July 11 
at Westminster CC, July 18 at Cold 
Sprngs CC in Belchertown and July 
25 at Gardner Municipal. 
The Mighty Quinn
Champions Tour player Fran Quinn 
of Holden will tee it up in the U.S. 
Senior Open June 27-30 at the 
University of Notre Dame’s Warren 
Course in Indiana. The 54-year-old 
Quinn fired a 4-under-par 67 in late 
May at Worthington Hills CC in 
Columbus, Ohio, earning medalist 
honors in a field of 66 in a U.S. 
Senior Open qualifier.
   Recently on the Champions Tour’s 
Principal Charity Classic at Wa-
konda Club in Des Moines, Iowa, 
Quinn tied for 11th with rounds 
of 71-70-66, earning $35,943, 
bringing his 2019 money total to 
$146,574 in 9 events, for a 50th 
ranking in the Charles Schwab Cup 
standings.
Menne Memories 
   It was 45 years ago this month 
when a Central Mass. player by the 
name of Bob Menne played his best 

professional tournament, winning 
the 1974 Kemper Open and the 
first-place cash of $50,000 in a 
playoff over Jerry Heard at Quail 
Hollow Country Club in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Menne shot bril-
liant rounds of 67-69-67-67 before 
sinking a 30-foot birdie putt on the 
first playoff hole.
   Menne, who grew up in Gardner 
and graduated from Gardner High 
School in 1960, won the Mass. 
Open in 1981, the New England 
Open in 1985 and the 1991 Rhode 
Island Open.
Delay Champion 
   Jim Cote won the 72nd annual 
Delay Memorial Golf Champion-
ship at Gardner Municipal Golf 
Course over the Memorial Day 
weekend with rounds of 75-79-76. 
The 58-year-old Cote, who stands 
5-foot-3 and weighs 125 pounds, 
outshot the field with steady play-
ing, long drives and superb course 
management.
   Ryan Pasakinskas (79-74-80) 
at 233 was the Delay runner-up 
, followed by a trio of golfers in 
third place at 234: Mike Beaulieu 
(78-76-80), Mike Gearan (74-
82-78) and defending champion 
Bill Wilson (74-80-80). Andrew 
Johnson, Gardner Municipal’s club 
champion in 2018, was fourth at 
236, closing with the best round 
on Memorial Day, a 74 after open-
ing with rounds of 80 and 82. 
   A Lunenburg resident and member 
of Gardner Municipal for six years, 
Cote began playing golf in the sixth 
grade at Groton CC. He later played 
high school golf for Ayer-Shirley.

A g e l e s s  B i l l  F i c h t e l    Born in the Roaring Twenties, 
Willard “Bill” Fichtel of Ashbrnham 
still roars. On most Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays you can find 
the upbeat and active 96-year-old 
playing golf at Gardner Municipal. 
Just look for a trail of pipe smoke 
behind his cart as he motors down 
the fairways toward his soccer-ball 
styled, yellow and black Callaway. 
“Too cold,” Fichtel said recently after 
a nine-hole round that definitely did 
not please him. “I need some warm 
weather. My scores go down as the 
temperature goes up.” Though he 

quickly added, “I’ve never been 
a scratch or low-handicap player. 
I just play for the enjoyment.” 
   That enjoyment is shared by 
the rest of his regular GMGC 
golfing foursome: Phil Wood 
and retired Gardner physicians 
James Faust and Tariq Malik. 
   “Bill is an amazing guy and a great 
friend,” said Faust. “Three or four 
years ago he got a new TaylorMade 
driver and now he really gets the 
ball off the tee well. His best shot, 
I think, is with his 8-iron. He’s a 
master with that club, especially 
when he hits the bump and run.” 
    Although he downplays his golfing 
talents, Fichtel has a couple of aces: 
One hole-in-one while playing in 
Florida in the 1970s and another on 
Gardner’s eighth hole, a decade later.      
   When Fichtel was 88, eight years 

ago, he shot his age, a remarkable 
achievement. “Haven’t done it 
since,” he said with a grin. “As I 
get older, it should be easier to 
shoot my age, you would think.” 
    A graduate of Syracuse University 
and a World War II veteran, Fichtel 
is the quintessential sportsman. He’s 
enjoyed a long and fulfilling life, 
shaped with remarkable athletic 
skills, an admirable work ethic in 
his business career and a charming, 
quick-witted sense of humor. 
Jay Gearan writes a Central Mass 
Notebook Column in each issue of 
snegolfer.com.

ACCAHLBORG

Click Here to Subscribe 
to SNE Golfer

http://compassschool.org/golf/
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By JAY GEARAN W. MASS NOTEBOOK

Mass. Open tees off at Vesper Country Club June 10-12

The 110th Massachusetts Open 
will be held June 10-12 at 
historic Vesper Country Club 

in Tyngsborough. Interestingly, the 
first Mass. Open was held in 1905 at 
Vesper when Donald Ross won his 
first of  two championships.
   Jason Thresher of  West Suffield, 
Connecticut, is seeking his fourth 
straight Mass. Open victory, having 
won in 2016 at Worcester CC, in 
2017 at TGC at Sacconnesset and in 
2018 at Great Horse. The legendary 
PGA Tour Player Paul Harney won 
four straight Mass. Open titles from 
1967-70. 
   At Vesper this year, after two rounds 
of  18 holes on June 10-11, the low 
50 scorers and ties or anyone within 
7 strokes of  the leader after 36 holes 
will continue to play on June 12 and 

complete the 54-hole tournament.
   Kevin Eldridge, Mass Golf ’s Direc-
tor of  Rules & Competition, said that 
there were 500 entries for this year’s 
Mass. Open with 300 amateur players 
and 200 professionals attempting to 
make the final field. “I think we’re 
going to have a great championship 
here at Vesper,” said Eldridge. “The 
Mass. Open is a true open cham-
pionship, open to any amateur and 
professional who is eligible. We get 
entries from golfers from all over the 
country, including 18 states and even 
some international players. We have 
63 exempt players and the rest of  our 
full, 150-player field comes from our 
six regional qualifying sites.”
   The Clarence G. Cochrane Memo-
rial Trophy and a gold medal will be 
presented to the Champion and the 

Commonwealth Cup will be present-
ed to the low amateur. A professional 
purse of  $75,000 will be distributed 
to the low 50 finishers and ties. The 
winner will receive $15,000. In the 
field at Vesper will be frequent PGA 
Tour professional competitor Rich 
Berberian, the director of  Instruction 
at Vesper and the 2017 PGA Profes-
sional Player of  the Year. He recently 
competed in the PGA Championship 
at Bethpage Black on Long Island, 
New York.
   It’s been 20 years since an amateur 
won the Mass. Open. Kevin Quinn 
did it in 1999, winning in a playoff  
at Wellesley Country Club. In re-
cent years, the following champions 
advanced through the qualifying 
process: Joe Harney in 2015, Evan 
Harmeling in 2013 and Rob Oppen-

heim in 2009.
   Some other interesting notes about 
the Mass. Open include the following:  
Geoff  Sisk holds the record (tied with 
Alex Ross) with six Open titles. Bill 
Ezinicki, a professional hockey player 
who was on three Stanley Cup teams 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs, won 
two Mass. Opens. 
   In 1985 Mass. Open champion Jim 
Hallet was the low amateur in the 
1983 Masters. Six players have won 
both the Mass. Open and the U.S. 
Open: Alex Ross, Francis Ouimet, 
Walter Hagen, Gene Sarazen, Byron 
Nelson and Julius Boros. In 2013, 
Mass. Open champion Evan Harmel-
ing donated his entire winner’s check 
to the One Fund to benefit victims 
of  the Boston Marathon bombings. 

TUES-FRI
Hole Championship
Course Par 36

CART & LUNCH

30 LOCUST ST. BELLINGHAM

www.BungayBrook.com

508-883-1600

with

TEE-OFF  8am-2pm

HOLES
189

$44.00

EFFECTIVE   MAY 7, 2019

300-YARD
DRIVING RANGE

www.bungaybrook.com
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SEASON PASSPORT

Golfers from around New 
England have been enjoying 
the great golf discounts from 

the Season Passport since 2010. This 
combined coupon books offers over 
200 individual deals at over 75 golf 
courses. Most of the courses are in 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, but there also deals in 
New York and some in Florida.
     The price for the Passport remains 
at $64.95, and there are discounts for 
multiple purchases of the passport if 
you want to buy it with your golfing 
buddies.   The Golf Season Passport 
will include discounts at many of the 
best public courses in New England 
including Allendale, Beaver River, 
Blackstone National, Country View, 
Cranston, Cranwell, Crystal Lake, 
Crumpin Fox Club, Foxborough, 
Fox Hopyard, Gardner Municipal, 
Green Mountain, Fenner Hill, 
Laurel Lane, Manchester CC, No. 
Kingstown, Portland, Quarry Ridge, 

Rehoboth, Shattuck, Swansea, Tekoa 
CC, Triggs, Winnepaug and dozens 
more. There are also some nine-hole 
courses for those that would rather 
just play nine including Kings 
Crossing, Louisquisset, Midville and 
Pinecrest in Rhode island. The Golf 
Season Passport can be used through 
December 31, 2019. 
   Each course will be allowed to have 
up to three deals, and offer up to 
four plays per deal. This gives golfers 
an opportunity to not only save 
money, but also play their favorite 
courses more often. 
   Thousands of golfers from around 
New England have enjoyed the 
Season Pass and Season Passport 
and have saved hundreds of dollars 
while golfing. You can purchase 
your pass at www.golfwesternmass.
com or at www.snegolfer.com. or call 
401-464-8445.

While you are on the website,
please register for information 

about golf events for your area. 
The Massachusetts group runs 
tournaments from time to time at 
some great courses, and regularly 
has over 100 players per event. We 
have played The Crumpin Fox Club, 
The Ledges Golf Club, Metacomet 
Country Club, Crestwood Country 
Club and Blackstone National GC 
along with many others. You can 
also get a $10 off coupon from 
the Golfers Warehouse stores in 
New England and also a $25 off 
putter fitting from Spargo Golf in 
Cranston.
   Harley Magrath who has a large 
group of golfers that play every 
Wednesday had this to say about the 
Season Passport. “We save hundreds 
of dollars each year on our golfing 
fees with the Season Passport. Each 
week we look at books and decide 
where we are going to play the 
following week. Since some of the 
courses have more than one coupon, 

we often go back to the courses we 
like the most.”
   There is a coupon code attached to 
the ad below. You can use that code 
at either www.golfwesternmass.com or at 
www.snegolfer.com to save $25 if you 
order the book by June 31. The book 
makes a great gift for the golfers in 
your life and you will definitely save 
money on your golfing experiences 
next year with the Season Passport.
   Please call or visit the websites 
for more information or to make a 
purchase. The Season Passports are 
mailed the same day.

2019 Golf Season Passport Available Now

Save $25.00 off 
Season Passport 

Code SNEG619 at 
snegolfer.com

www.golfwesternmass.com
https://snegolfer.com/product/2019-season-passport-order/
jasonmoroney
Rectangle

jasonmoroney
Text Box
SNEG619

https://snegolfer.com/product/2019-season-passport-order/
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CHARITY GOLFBy CHRIS KING

Ever since its inception in 1895 
the Cummaquid Golf Club 
has been about a lot more than 

just competition and handicaps. 
Cummaquid has a long history 
of reaching out and contributing 
to our Cape Cod community. A 
prime example is the Cummaquid 
Golf Club charity golf tournament 
to support Cape Cod Health Care.
   Sixteen years ago, Ross Joly pe-
titioned the Cummaquid board 
of directors to host a charity golf 
club tournament with one hundred 
percent of the proceeds going into 

the betterment of our Cape Cod 
community. After much discussion 
and consideration, the Club mem-
bers choose Cape Cod Hospital 
to be our charity. The reason was 
obvious, because of the very broad 
medical services the hospital provid-
ed to those in need, their presence 
touched the greatest number of lives 
on the Cape.
   Over the last fifteen years the 
Cummaquid Golf Tournament has 
raised over $1,557,000 for what is 
now called Cape Cod Health Care. 
Last year being our best year ever, 

bringing in over $170,000.
   The Charity Committees, first lead 
by Ross Joly, later by Jim Hegarty 
and most recently by Sue and John 
Schofield are to be commended for 
providing the quality of leadership 
which created a unique spirit of giv-
ing. One hundred percent of all the 
monies raised over the past fifteen 
years have gone directly to Cape 
Cod Health Care. The Cummaquid 
Golf Club charges no green or cart 
fees for the tournament. 
   The Charity Committees are 
comprised one hundred percent by 

Cummaquid Golf Club members 
who work tirelessly donating their 
time, expertise and money to create 
a fun day of fellowship, golf and 
profit for one of Cape Cod’s most 
important assets, Cape Cod Health 
Care.
   For more information concerning 
this year’s Charity Golf Tournament 
for Cape Cod Health Care please 
contact Robert Burns, this year’s 
Chair Person either at 203 820 7356 
or the Cape Cod Health Care Foun-
dation at 508 862 5653 or www.
capecodhealth.org. 

Cummaquid Golf Club Has Donated Over $1.5 Million 

HAVE A GREAT CHARITABLE STORY TO TELL? SEND 
IT TO BRUCE@SNEGOLFER.COM AND WE WILL TRY 

TO GET INTO AN ISSUE

www.capecodhealth.org
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GOLF BUSINESS By LEONARD FINKEL

Aging Golfers Recover Lost Distance - 
Overcome Injuries Through Custom Club Fitting

It’s no secret that age and injury 
can drastically affect a golfer’s 
game, making for less enjoyable 

rounds. The good news - with 
a professional club fitting, most 
golfers can hit farther and more 
accurately so they can once again 
enjoy the game. 
   Surprisingly, a Golf Magazine study 
found that 90% of U.S. golfers 
might be playing with improperly 
fit clubs. Says world-renowned 
instructor David Leadbetter, “It 
never ceases to amaze me that golfers 
buy clubs off the shelf and assume 
they’re right for them. Whether 
you’re a great golfer or a casual one, 
getting a custom club fitting is one 
of the quickest ways to improve 
your game.” 
   The discrepancy between potential 
and actual performance is much 
greater for older golfers. Similarly, 
those recovering from injuries 
may have movement restrictions 
hindering their swing. Both groups 
can uniquely benefit from a fitting. 
By working with their exact swing 
mechanics, a master club fitter can 
maximize what’s working without 
putting pressure on injuries or areas 
of the swing that may be declining. 
One fitter, Club Champion, has a 
proven history of success.
   Sherwood Schoch (85,Topton, 
PA) was a Navy pilot and Olympic 
athlete who holds the record at his 
club for shooting under his age. At 
84, he shot 74, after being fitted at 
Club Champion. “From the initial 
fitting forward, it’s been a game 
saving experience,” Schoch shared. 
“Between health and age, I was on 
the brink of throwing in the towel, 
but no more. Now it’s a rare round 
if I don’t shoot my age. The fitting 
changed my world!”
   Schoch’s fitter Brett Castleberry 
said, “We went with a lighter shaft, 
but needed a heavier swing weight 
to create more lag. It increased 
his clubhead speed by 3-mph and 
helped him make better and more 
consistent contact. As a result, he 
gained 15 yards on his irons.” As 
for overcoming Schoch’s physical 

problems, Castleberry continued, 
“We went with graphite shafts for 
two reasons. It was lighter, and it 
helped dampen vibrations which 
helped us address the problem with 
his hands.”
   Club Champion delivers a Tour-
quality fitting that produces longer, 
more accurate shots with a nearly 
100% satisfaction rate. Their 
approach is unbiased; no specific 
vendor is promoted. The only 
goal – find the best combination of 
components to lower your scores. 
Leadbetter adds, “Club Champion 
is the #1 premium club fitter, 
builder and retailer of the best 
brands in golf. Their master fitters 
and builders are unrivaled experts. 
With over 35,000 combinations, 
Club Champion will build the 
perfect clubs for you.” A Golf 
Digest study found that 8 out of 9 
Club Champion custom fit golfers 
lowered their scores by as much as 
six strokes per round and added an 
average of 21 yards off the tee. 
   Boston store manager Alex Wolk 
stated, “Some of the biggest success 
stories at Club champion have 
been senior players. Through the 
shaft I can recover lost distance 
and create better results with less 
effort exerted. Most older golfers 
tire towards the end of 18 holes 
and lose concentration. Often 
overexertion of the body and its 
muscles is the cause. My job is to 
figure out what shaft is going to 
create more mechanical fluidity 
and allow for better results with less 
effort. Chuck Baldwin, a customer 
of mine from New Hampshire is a 
great example. He’s an avid golfer 
who plays 75+ rounds a year, but 
due to age and physical limitations 
he’s seen his distance decrease and 
handicap increase. With his new 
custom fit clubs, he added 20-30 
yards per iron.”
   Baldwin shared had been fitted 
in the past but was disappointed 
by the limited shaft offerings he’d 
seen. He loved the fact that at Club 
Champion he could mix and match 
heads and shafts to suit his needs. 

He bought new Callaway irons and 
fairways and Cobra hybrids. He 
was able to use his old driver head, 
but with a new shaft. He added an 
average of 15 yards with his driver. 
Baldwin particularly liked the ability 
of Club Champion to tweak the lie 
angle on his irons during the fitting. 
He said,  “It took about six iterations 
to dial in the specs I needed. This 
type of service was not available 
from any other fitter.”
   Ranked by Golf Digest among 
the 100 best club fitters nine 
years in a row, Club Champion’s 
unique coupling system allows 
them to combine any head and 
shaft together. Golfers hit the 
precise combination to be custom 
built for them. Club Champion 
stands out because they build clubs 
in-house, to exacting, unrivaled 
tolerances. Variables such as swing 
weight, length, lie and flex DO 
alter performance. The experience 
and know-how combining these 

intricate parts together is what 
separates Club Champion from its 
competition.
   When Club Champion says 
you’ll add 20 yards off the tee, 
they mean it. Legendary instructor 
Hank Haney believes, “There isn’t 
anyone who can’t benefit from 
club fitting. With the advances in 
custom fitting to optimize your 
equipment, everybody can achieve 
more distance. At Club Champion, 
you get a truly professional fitting. 
They can prove it works. For 
somebody not to take advantage of 
Club Champion’s expertise, they’re 
wasting a tremendous opportunity.”
   With more than 50 studios across 
the country including Needham 
and Bedford in the Boston area, 
at Club Champion, you don’t just 
buy clubs, you buy guaranteed 
improvement! Information is 
available at clubchampiongolf.com 
or 888-340-7820.

Premium club fitting = instant success

Club Champion has hundreds of options

www.clubchampiongolf.com
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PRODUCT REVIEWSBy BRUCE VITTNER By BRUCE HUTCHINSON

There is a reason that 
so many professional 
golfers, both men and 
women, wear Skechers 
Golf  Shoes. They are 
known for their wide fit, 
but are available in all 
sizes and widths. One 
of  the features of  Skechers is that they have extra 
room in the lower foot area to provide extra comfort. 
Most shoes come with full-grain leather uppers , 
have ultra-light responsive cushioning and provide 
durable quality. You can get much more information 
about sizes and styles at skechers.com, and the shoes 
are available at most golf  shops.

Sketchers Golf Shoes

Under Armour Sunglasses New Ground Golf

High Heat 257+ Driver
Here’s the perfect gift 
for the amateur golfer 
on your list, because it 
was designed specifically 
for amateur golfers. 
The High Heat 257+ is 
the ONLY equipment 
brand in golf that takes advantage of a new USGA rule 
allowing more trampoline effect in the toe and heel of 
the clubface. That’s important because, let’s face it, the 
majority of us are never going to play on the Pro Tour. 
Our swing needs are different. The average golfer 
misses the sweet spot every other swing.  Now, with 
High Heat 257+ driver, fairway woods and hybrids, 
the ENTIRE CLUBFACE is a sweet spot. Get some 
Heat for as little as $257.  www.knuthgolfcom. 
 

Under Armour has a 
wide variety of sunglass-
es available online and 
at their company stores. 
They provide contrast 
enhancement that helps 
read the greens and 
course more precisely and track the ball more easily. 
The lens technology provides distortion-free vision 
from edge to edge.
Multi flection coatings guard lens against scratches, 
smudges and intense sunlight. All Performance Eye-
wear lenses block 100 % of UVA, UVB and UVC 
rays. The frames are built with high grade injected 
polyamide for strength and durability. You can get 
more information at www.underarmour.com or vis-
it an Under Amour store. There is a wide range of 
pricing for the sunglasses.

Many players like to use 
irons instead of hybrids. 
New Ground Golf offers 
players performance 
through proven design   
and engineering. New 
Ground designs and 
manufactures long irons that outperform hybrids 
of all types. The system produces the distance and 
launch of a hybrid wood, but with the ease of use 
and control of a midiron. Besides the launch they 
have more versatility, are easier to hit and have a 
greater effective hitting area due to extreme deep 
center of gravity. These irons are offered in the 
numbers 1, 2, and 3. A steel shafted club is offered 
at $119.99 and the graphite shaft at $149.99. For 
additional information go to Newgroundgolf.com 
or call 866-639-4453

https://www.skechers.com/en-us/men/styles/shoes/performance/go-golf
www.knuthgolf.com
www.underarmour.com
www.newgroundgolf.com
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GOLF FITNESS By STEVE ZARIELLO

Golf Industry Raises $7 million for Veteran Families in 2018 through Folds of 
Honor’s Patriot Golf Day Campaign

Folds of Honor fundraised  $7,077,260, 
from the 2018 Patriot Golf Day cam-
paign. The money raised through 
Patriot Golf Day will fund educational 
scholarships for the spouses and chil-
dren of fallen or disabled military mem-
bers. The nationwide event continues 
to be the primary source of revenue for 
Folds of Honor and has now raised $54 
million for the organization since 2007. 
   “The golf industry has made a positive 

impact on thousands of military fam-
ilies across the United States, and we 
can’t thank the community enough for 
its continuous support of our mission,” 
said Major Dan Rooney, PGA profes-
sional, CEO and founder of Folds of 
Honor. “I am proud to stand with my 
fellow PGA Professionals and to contin-
ue showing the world the creative ways 
people are using the game of golf to 
give back to those serving our country.” 

Improve your swing speed and consistency, 
movement quality, and prevent injury.

(401) 467-6701   OlympiaFitnessRI.com
info@olympiafitnessri.com

401-250-3060   RestorePTRI.com
Amanda@RestorePTRI.com

This Year, Play 
BETTER
GOLF
with our Titleist
Performance Institute
Certified Strength
Coaches, Program
& Therapy

Located at 10 Worthington Road in 
Cranston, it’s easy to get started.  

Golf Performance Therapy
Identify areas of concern, 
improve range of motion or 
rehabilitate an active injury.

Swing Analysis
17-point TPI mobility screening 
establishes baselines & your 
customized program.

Mobility & Strength Training
7-Point Strength & Power Testing 
based on your specific golf needs.

+

2019 Memberships

2019 Seasonal Memberships
Platinum $2,500  Gold $1500  Junior $700

7-Day  $950   5-Day  $750

SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS
BOOK TEE TIMES & GOLF LESSONS ONLINE

SNE GOLFER 
HAS GONE 

100% DIGITAL! 
STARTING JUNE 

2019

   Patriot Golf Day is jointly supported 
by the PGA of America and the United 
States Golf Association (USGA). Over 
the last 11 years, golfers nationwide 
have been instrumental in raising dona-
tions through Patriot Golf Day events, 
resulting in nearly 20,000 scholarships 
to benefit the Folds of Honor mission 
in all 50 states and 41 PGA Sections. 
Patriot Golf Day began in 2007 as a 
fundraising initiative over Labor Day 
weekend, and it has since evolved into 
a year-long annual event. Through 
Patriot Golf Day campaigns, golfers 
are asked to add an extra dollar to their 
green fees to fund Folds of Honor. Pri-
vate clubs, daily-fee courses, individual 
golfers and PGA Professionals are all 
encouraged to host Patriot Golf Day 
events throughout the year, at a time 
that stimulates the highest participa-
tion. The campaign is led by Golf Leg-
end Jack Nicklaus, who serves as The 
Honorary Chair of the event.
  “The PGA Merchandise Show is a 

special time for us to get together each 
year and show our appreciation to 
those who support Patriot Golf Day,” 
said Rooney. “2018 was our biggest 
year yet, and we plan to keep building 
momentum and supporting even more 
military families in 2019.”
   Golf properties across the country 
can get involved in Patriot Golf Day 
by registering at patriotgolfday.org. 
Non-golfers can also participate by do-
nating to the mission at FoldsofHonor.
org/patriotgolfday/donate.

Stabile Hips are Powerful Hips

With the recent emphasis on 
the importance of fitness 
in golf, we often hear peo-

ple talk about “core strength”. Many 
people think of this as meaning that 
you have strong abs, but the core is 
much more than that. The core is 
where all movement begins and is re-
sponsible for transferring power from 
the lower body to the upper body in 
most athletic movements. One often 
over looked part of the core is our 
hips.

Many people think of the 
hips as being part of the legs, but 
they are an integral part of core 
where most of our power is derived 
from. They are the structure that acts 
as the base for the spine, and they are 
capable of creating a great deal of ro-
tational speed and power which can 
be transferred up through the body 
to the club, resulting in a smooth and 
powerful swing. But in order for the 
hips to be able to create that speed 
and power, they first have to be able 
to control it. Speed without control 
is a dangerous concept no matter 
what the context, especially when 

we’re talking about the golf swing. 
My favorite drill to work 

on creating strong and stable hips is 
called the lateral band walk. To do 
this drill we want to place a “mini 
band” around the ankles and get 
into a solid athletic position. Turn 
the toes inward slightly, then begin 
to walk sideways. The key here is to 
ensure that as you step, your body 
remains motionless from the waist 
up and your feet keep that slight in-
ternal rotation. Take about 20 steps 
in one direction, then 20 back in the 
opposite direction. Perform this drill 
for three sets, 2-3 times per week and 
you’re on your way to a more power-
ful core!
Steve Zarriello is the owner of Olym-
pia Fitness and Performance located 
in Cranston, RI right near Golfers 
Warehouse. He has been training 
clients of all ages, abilities and back-
grounds to help them reach their spe-
cific goals for 10 years. His primary 
focus is on working with golfers to-
help improve their ability to play the 
game and keep them pain free.

www.maplegate.com
www.patriotgolfday.org
www.foldsofhonor.org/patriotgolfday/donate
www.olympiafitnessri.com
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TRAVEL GOLFBy BRUCE VITTNER

Subscribe to SNE Golfer 
and get all the latest 
breaking news and 

updates as they happen! 

The New, New Seabury is Taking Shape

We  r e c e n t l y  h a d  t h e 
opportunity to stay and 
play golf, and enjoy the fine 

food and camaraderie at The Club 
at New Seabury, the premier Private 
Golf Community in Mashpee, Mass, 
with spectacular views of Nantucket 
Sound and Martha’s Vineyard in the 
distance that opened in 1962. Back 
then it was one of the first golfing 
communities in the United States 
and a forerunner to the thousands of 
golf communities that have sprung 
up in every state and in hundreds 
of cities.

   The purpose of the visit was to 
highlight the completed renovations 
to The Dunes Course as part of a 
multi-year, multi-million dollar Club 
investment – that completed the new 
Athletic Club, a Golf Fitness center 
with TPI programs, a new 95 Shore 
restaurant within the clubhouse, 
a renovated Golf Shop and new 
meeting and special events center 
most all with ocean views, as well as 
upcoming renovations to the iconic 
Ocean Course this fall and early next 
spring.

   Upgrades to the tennis courts that 
also includes pickle ball, bocce ball 
or basketball have been completed, 
as well as a new outdoor pool that is 
the largest on Cape Cod.

The Dunes course opened on 
Memorial Day weekend with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 24.  
Chris Card, President & Executive 
Director provided the welcome and 
opening remarks.

   “We are excited to invite the New 
Seabury Members and Resort Guests 
to come and enjoy an enhanced 
experience on The Dunes Course,” 
said Jim Clay, New Seabury’s 
Director of Golf. “We were receptive 
to feedback on how we could make 
the course more enjoyable and expect 
golfers of all levels will be delighted 
with the changes, many at their 
encouragement.”

   The Dunes Course, which sits 
on 125 acres within New Seabury 
proper, sits inland and threads 
through wetlands and woods. It 
now features redesigned and rebuilt, 

repositioned bunkers; expanded 
fairway edges through the green, 
re-contoured mounds and softened 
slopes on multiple greens, as well 
as the relocation of cart paths on 
designated holes. 

   Several approaches were also 
reshaped to give golfers an option and 
avenue to access the greens without 
forced carries, allowing the higher 
handicap player with lower shot 
trajectory a chance to get rewarded 
for their shot. And with the same 
concept in mind, many fairways were 
expanded. The most visible change 
in fairways is on the former 7th hole, 
which is now the 16th hole.  Prior to 
the renovation, golfers were forced to 
carry a large pond to access the green 
from 140 yards. 

   Two greens were also completely 
redesigned and repositioned. Now, 
the 18th (previously 9th) hole will 
be a great risk reward par 5 finishing 
hole, as players with length will be 
challenged to carry the pond short 
and left of the green, with an accurate 
shot towards a well-contoured green 
with a false front.  Players laying 
up will need to navigate their way 
around a new fairway bunker on 

the right, and the pond long left, 
before hitting their third shot over 
water.  “The 18th hole will be a great 
finishing hole - a hole that is sure 
to determine the outcome of many 
matches,” added Clay. “We believe 
the collective enhancements and 
playability of The Dunes Course will 
be greeted enthusiastically.”

   According to Scott Nickerson, 
Director of Agronomy and Project 
Manager, “The first priority of 
the project was the full bunker 
renovation, which included 79 
bunkers that were redesigned and 
repositioned for today’s golfer. 
The bunkers went from deep and 
challenging to a little more forgiving 
and now provide golfers of all skill 
levels a chance to hit shots from a 
very consistent sand surface.” 
   The Dunes Course project spanned 
three months until completion and 
was designed by Architect Bruce 
Hepner, of Hepner Golf Design 
and constructed by Agriscapes Golf 
Course Construction. Hepner’s 
group is coming back this fall to 
renovate.
ABOUT THE CLUB OF NEW 
SEABURY:

The Club at New Seabury is a premier 
Private Golf Community, boasting 
resort amenities with spectacular 
views of the iconic Nantucket 
Sound. Membership at New Seabury 
provides a Cape Cod vacation 
lifestyle. With two championship 
waterfront golf courses, full-service 
clubhouse, five restaurants, two 
beach clubs and beach bars, state-
of-the-art fitness facility, sixteen 
tennis courts, pools, walking trails 
& more, your experiences with 
family and friends will provide you 
memories to last a lifetime. Resort 
guests will enjoy a taste of the 
New Seabury lifestyle in our newly 
renovated guest accommodations, 
while future home owners will find 
unique neighborhoods set amidst 
the country club setting. For more 
information visit: https://www.
newseabury.com or call 508-539-
8322.

The beautiful front-nine on the Ocean Course

Photo by: Kent Earle

https://www.newseabury.com
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The URI Golf Team. That’s NE Amateur Director Ben Tuthill 
(Top Left) and coach Tom Drennan (Top Right).

LOOKING BACK By BRUCE VITTNER

The June 2004 issue of our 
publication (it was called 
Ocean State Golf then) had 

a picture of Kyle Gallo on the 
cover,  as he had just won the 
Providence Open at Triggs Memorial 
Golf Course in Providence. The 
Providence Open was a regular stop 
on the pro tour back in the 1930’s 
through the 1950’s and some of the 
biggest names in golf took part.
   In 2004 it was a one-day event 
sponsored by Spinal Technology and 
was run by Dave Adamonis, Jr. and 
the Challenge Cup organization. 
Gallo shot a 7-under 65 and won 
by two strokes over defending 
champion Mike Carbone of 
Brewster, Mass. 
   Gallo, from Kensington, Ct. had 
been playing in Monday qualifiers 
for the PGA Tour and Nationwide 
events last year, but was injured 
at the second stage of the 2003 
Qualifying School and had put his 
clubs away for the winter. He started 
off the day with birdies on the first 
three holes and shot a front side 30.
   Rounding out the top 5 were 
Ryan Porter, Kirk Hanefeld, and 
Paul Dickinson. Finishing tied for 
sixth were Wayne St. Cyr, Rick 
Karbowski, Bill Link IV, Rusty 
Gunnarson, Jeff Dantas, Geoff Sisk, 
Tom Johnson, and two amateurs 
Kevon Quigley and George Zolotas.
   Stephen Ames was our Rising 
Star in the issue. The Canadian was 
having his best year ever on Tour 
with five top 10 finishes by the end 
of May.
   The Deutsche Bank Championship 
was getting ready for its second year. 
The first year had been a rousing 
success at the new TPC Boston 
course in Norton with Adam Scott 
being the winner, and tournament 
director  Jay Monahan (now 
commissioner of the PGA Tour) was 
excited about the upcoming event in 
his interview with our publication.
   The Northeast Amateur at 
Wannamoisett Country Club in 
East Providence was getting ready to 
begin for another year. Tournament 
director Denny Glass held a media 
day to talk about the field that was 
going to include an up-and-coming 
Spaniard name Rafael Cabrera.
   The CVS Charity Classic was 
getting ready for the sixth annual 
tournament. Hosts Billy Andrade 
and Brad Faxon announced that 
the 2004 event was going to include 

a King and a Shark. Yes, Arnold 
Palmer was coming back, and 
Greg Norman was going to be 
competing for the first time. Palmer 
had just played in his 50th Masters 
Championship and came back to 
the CVS for the second time.
   In the Junior Golf column, Dave 
Adamonis, Jr. talked about the 
reigning Challenge Cup player of 
the year, Jon Curran, who had just 
won a junior event in Virginia. 
Marika Lendl, Ivan’s daughter, who 
plays in Challenge Cup events, 
also won in Virginia in the distaff 
event.  Another junior tournament 
had Curran and Keegan Bradley 
finishing in a tie for the top with 
Kevin Riley of Waterford, Ct. Adam 
Rainaud of So. Hadley, Mass. tied 
for fourth.  
   Al Vallante, who is now the 
director of golf at Harbor Lights in 
Warwick, R.I., was pictured in the 
issue as he was the medalist at the 
U.S. Open Sectional tournament 
that was held at Misquamicut Club 
in Westerly. Other qualifiers who 
made it out of the sectionals were 

Jeff Dantas, Troy Pare, Jeff Hedden 
and Todd Tremaglio.
   Another feature in the issue was a 
Q and A. This issue the subject was 
Joe Sprague, Jr. who had been the 
RIGA executive director since 1999. 
Joe had taken over from his dad, Joe, 
Sr., who had held the positon for 
decades. Joe, Jr. is now an executive 
with the USGA in Far Hills, N.J.
   Tim Geary had a feature story 
about Tom Drennan and his URI 
golf team. The title of the story was 
“New England’s secret dynasty” as 
Drennan had led his Rams team to 
their fifth Atlantic 10 Conference 
championship in the 15 years that 
he has been coaching the team. 
Some of Drennan’s players were 
Jim Salinetti, Michael Sims (who 
both had pro careers on tour), 
Kyle Phelps, Ben Tuthill, Michael 
Harrington, David Carlson, Andrew 
Young, Bruce Clendenen and Barry 
Westall.
   Another story featured Peter 
McBride and Charlie Karboski 
who won the Ed Perry Memorial 
Senior Four-Ball Tournament at 

Looking Back 15 Years
New England C.C. Bruce Morin 
and Mike Dounetos finished second 
and Nick Cioe and Paul Quigley 
finished third.
   The golf travel section featured two 
great destinations, The Sagamore 
at Lake George and Alabama. This 
reporter had been to The Sagamore 
and was so impressed with the resort 
and the great Donald Ross layout 
that sits at the top of the hill above 
the Sagamore.
   The late Al Mottau, a wonderful 
friend and excellent writer, had 
traveled to the Gulf Shores area 
of Alabama and wrote about Kiva 
Dunes, Craft Farms, Woodland 
Golf Club and Cypress Bend. This 
reporter has been to Alabama twice 
since then and heartily concurs with 
the findings of Mottau who titled his 
story Sweet Golf Alabama.
   There were so many advertisers in 
the 2004 issue that are still with us 
today. As we tread into new territory 
with online-only issues, we promise 
to keep providing our readers with 
stories that you will want to look 
back at fifteen years from 2019.
Bruce Vittner is publisher/editor of 
Southern New England Golfer and 
can be reached at bruce@snegolfer.
com.

https://snegolfer.com/rate-card/
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Myrtle Beach World Amateur is a Blast

The 2019 gol f  season i s 
still relatively young, but 
it’s not too early to begin 

preparing for the 36th annual 
PlayGolfMyrtleBeach.com World 
Amateur Handicap Championship, 
the world’s largest single site golf 
tournament. 
   A 72-hole, net stroke play 
tournament, the World Am will be 
contested on 60 of Myrtle Beach’s 
best courses August 26-30, but date 
and format don’t do the tournament 
justice. 
   The World Am, which costs $635 
to enter, is a bucket list event for 
competitive golfers. More than 3,200 
players from all 50 states and 20+ 
countries are expected to play in the 
tournament (entries have already 
exceeded 2,800), which is open to 
all men and women with a verifiable 
USGA handicap.
   Fifty-eight Massachusetts golfers 
have already registered for the 2019 
tournament with dreams of winning 
the “Every Man’s Major.” The World 
Am features four rounds of flight play 
with all winners and ties advancing 
to the World Championship Playoff, 
an 18-hole shootout at Barefoot 
Resort’s Dye Club, which determines 
the event’s champion. 

   The PlayGolfMyrtleBeach.
com World Amateur Handicap 
Championship is more than a 
tournament, it’s an experience,” said 
Scott Tomasello, who runs the event. 
“You can read about the World Am 
and watch all the videos, but this 
is an event you have to experience 
to fully appreciate. The greatest 

testament to the quality of the World 
Am is the number of people we have 
return year after year.” 
   The World Am flights players into 
nine divisions – men 49 and under, 
senior men (50-59), mid-senior men 
(60-69), super senior men (70-79), 
seasoned seniors (80+), women 49 
and under, the gross division, senior 

(50+) gross division. There is also 
a “Just For Fun” flight, created for 
players who want to enjoy the World 
Am experience without the pressure 
of competition.
   While competition is what initially 
attracts golfers to the World Am - it’s 
a tournament, after all - it’s only part 
of the event’s story. At the heart of the 
World Am’s appeal is the camaraderie 
among its participants and much of 
that kinship is fostered at the World’s 
Largest 19th Hole.
   Each night of the event, the 19th 
Hole overtakes all 120,000-square 
feet of the Myrtle Beach Convention 
Center, providing participants and 
their guest with free food and drinks, 
live entertainment, celebrity guest 
appearances, a golf expo and more.
   Among the big names that have 
appeared at the 19th Hole in recent 
years are David Feherty, Brandel 
Chamblee, Charlie Rymer and John 
Daly.
   Players will also receive a gift 
bag that includes a Chase 54 polo, 
a pullover, a logo’d hat, a PGA 
Tour Superstore gift card and an 
assortment of other goodies.
   For more information, visit www.
MyrtleBeachWorldAmateur.com.

Cutline

The World Amateur in Myrtle 
Beach is going to have a Just 
for Fun Division at their 

tournament in August. For the first 
time players will be allowed to play 
without a handicap. 
   The tournament’s goal is to get 96 
players, but there is no maximum 
or minimum number of  players 
in this division. You can be paired 
with your friends (the only division 

that allows this), and you can use 
any tee that you wish. 
   If  you have already signed up 
for the tournament, you can call 
the World Am and asked to be 
switched to the Just for Fun Di-
vision as long as you call by Aug. 
17. Prizes will be awarded in this 
category, but since score is not 
important, the prizes will be given 
out randomly.

World Am to have a 
Just for Fun Division

䄀氀猀漀 愀琀 䠀愀爀戀漀甀爀 䤀渀搀漀漀爀 䜀漀氀昀 䌀攀渀琀攀爀Ⰰ 　　 䘀攀搀攀爀愀氀 圀愀礀Ⰰ 䨀漀栀渀猀琀漀渀Ⰰ 刀䤀 ⠀一漀瘀ⴀ䄀瀀爀⤀

www.myrtlebeachworldamateur.com
www.precisiongolfworks.com
https://www.snegolfer.com
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SNE GOLFER LOCATOR MAP
RHODE ISLAND COURSES
1. BEAVER RIVER G.C. (18) P
343 Kingstown Rd. Richmond, RI, 401-
539-2100 www.beaverrivergolf.com, 
PS,CR,CH,SB,O 
2. BUTTON HOLE SHORT COURSE (9) P, 
X 1 Button Hole Dr. Providence, RI, 401-421-
1664 www.buttonhole.org, CL,CH,DR,PS, 
Lessons 
3. COUNTRY VIEW G.C. (18) P 
49 Club Lane Burrillville, RI, 401-568-7157 
www.countryviewgolf.net, CR,CL,PS,CH,O 
4. COVENTRY PINES G.C. (9) P
1065 Harkney Hill Rd. Coventry, RI 
401-397-9482 www.coventrypines.com 
CR,CH,CL,SB,DR
5.CRANSTON C.C.  (18) P  
69 Burlingame Rd. Cranston, RI, 401-826-1683
www.cranstoncc.com, CR,CL,PS,CH,O 
6 .CRYSTAL LAKE  G.C. (18) SP
100 Bronco’s Hwy. Mapleville RI 401-567-4500
www.crystallakegolfclub.com  CR,CL,PS,CH,O   
7.EXETER C.C. (18) SP
320 Victory Hwy. (Rt.102) Exeter, RI 
401-295-8212 www.exetercc.com 
CR,CL,PS,CH,O
8. FAIRLAWN GOLF COURSE (9) P,X
3 Sherman Ave. Lincoln, RI 401-334-3937
www.fairlawngolfcourse.com CR,CL,CH,SB,O
9. FOSTER COUNTRY CLUB  (18) P
67 Johnson Rd. Foster, RI, 401-397-7750
www.fostercountryclub.com, CR,CL,PS,CH,O 
10. HARBOR LIGHTS MARINA & C.C. (9) 
P 150 Gray St. Warwick, RI,  401-737-6353 
www.HarborLightsRI.com, 
CR,CL,PS,DR,CH,O 
Restaurant, Leagues
11. JAMESTOWN G.C. (9) P
245 Conanicus Ave. Jamestown, RI, 401-423-
9930 www.jamestowngolf.com CR,CL,CH,SB 
12. KINGS CROSSING G.C. (9) P
655 Old Baptist Rd. N. Kingstown, RI, 401-
294-2872, www.kingscrossinggolfclub.com 
CR,PS,CH,O 
13. LAUREL LANE C.C. (18) P 
Laurel Lane, off Rt.138, W. Kingston, RI 401-
783-3844, www.laurellanecountryclub.com  
CR,CL,PS,CH,O 
14. MIDVILLE COUNTRY CLUB (9) P 
100 Lombardi Ln. W. Warwick, RI, 401-828-
9215 www.midvillegolfclub.com, CR,CL,PS,CH 
15. NEWPORT NATIONAL G.C. (18) SP 
324 Mitchells Ln. Middletown, RI, 401-
848-9690 www.newportnational.com,  
CR,CL,PS,SB,O 
16. NORTH KINGSTOWN G.C. (18) P
615 Callahan Rd. No. Kingstown, RI, 401-294-
0684, www.nkgc.com, DR,PS,CR,CL,CH,O 
Dan’s Tavern on the Green
17. PINECREST GOLF CLUB (9) P
25 Pinehurst Dr. Richmond, RI, 401-364-8600 
www.pinecrestri.com CR,CL,CH,SB,O, Leagues 

18. RICHMOND C.C. (18) SP
Sandy Pond Rd. Richmond, RI 401-364-9200
www.richmondcountryclub.net 
CR,CL,PS,CH,O
19. ROSE HILL GOLF CLUB (9) P, X  
222 Rose Hill Rd. So. Kingstown, RI, 401-
788-1088, www.rosehillri.com  CR,CL,CH,SB, 
Leagues  
20. TRIGGS MEMORIAL G.C. (18) P
Chalkstone Ave. Providence, RI 
401-521-8460, www.triggs.us, CR,CL,PS,CH,O 
21. WINDMILL HILL G.C. (9) X
35 Schoolhouse Rd. (off Rt 136) Warren, RI
401-245-1463, www.windmillgolfri.com  
CR,CL,CH,O, Restaurant 
22. WINNAPAUG C.C. (18) P
184 Shore Rd. (Rt. 1A) Westerly, RI 401-
596-1237 www.winnapaugcountryclub.com 
CR,CL,CH,DR,SB,O
23. WOOD RIVER GOLF (18) P
78 Woodville-Alton Rd. Hope Valley, RI,  
401-364-0700, www.woodrivergolf.com, 
CR,CH,SB,O 
    RHODE ISLAND DRIVING RANGES 
A. BUTTON HOLE LEARNING CENTER
1 Button Hole Dr. Providence, RI 401-421-1664
www.buttonhole.org, target greens, 2 putting 
greens, lessons 
B. IRON WOODS GOLF PRACTICE 
CENTER 1081 Iron Hill Mine Rd. (off Rt.146) 
N. Smithfield, RI, 401-766-1151, www.iwgolf.
com, putting greens, grass tees, covered area, bunker, 
lessons, repairs   
C. MULLIGAN’S ISLAND GOLF & 
ENTERTAINMENT (9) X 
1000 New London Ave. (Rt 2) Cranston, RI 
401-464-8855, www.mulligansisland.com 
60 stall driving range, covered area, batting cages, 
mini-golf, par 3 course, 18-hole pitch and putt, 
PGA Golf Academy, Spargo Golf on premises, 
club fitting and repairs 
 
MASSACHUSETTS COURSES 
24. BAY POINT CLUB (18) SP
Bay Pointe Dr. Onset, MA 508-759-8802
www.baypointeclub.com  PS,CR,CL,DR,O,SB
25. BLACKSTONE NATIONAL G.C. (18) SP
227 Putnam Hill Rd. Sutton, MA, 508-865-
2111 www.bngc.net, CR,CL,CH,PS,O,DR  
26. BLISSFUL MEADOWS G.C. (18) SP 
801 Chocalog Rd. Uxbridge, MA, 508-
278-6110 www.blissfulmeadows.com,  
CR,CL,CH,DR,PS,O 
27. BUNGAY BROOK G.C. (9) P
30 Locust St. Bellingham, MA, 508-883-1600 
www.bungaybrook.com,  CR,CL,DR,PS,CH,O 
28. CAPTAINS COURSE (36) P 
1000 Freemans Way, Brewster, MA, 508-
896-1716 www.captainsgolfcourse.com  
CR,CL,CH,PS,O 
29. CHEMAWA GOLF COURSE (18) P
350 Cushman Rd. N. Attleboro, MA, 508-399-

7330, http://chemawagolf.com CR,CH,O,CL  
30. EASTON C.C.  (18) SP
265 Purchase St. Easton, MA 
508-238-2500, www.eastoncountryclub.com 
CR,CL,PS,CH,DR,O 
31. HAZELTON GC (18) P
329 Summer St. Rehoboth, MA 508-557-1856
www.hazeltongolfclub.com CR,PS,CH,O
32. HILLSIDE CC (9) P
82 Hillside Ave. Rehoboth, MA  508-252-9761
www.hillsidecountryclub.com  Sauna, Pool, 
Courts,CR,CL,CH,Tiki Bar,O, Lessons
33. JOHN E. PARKER MUNI. G.C. (9) P 
17 Fisher St. Taunton, MA, 508-822-1797 
CR,DR,CH,SB, Skins Thurs. at 3:45 
34. JUNIPER HILL G.C. (36) P 
202 Brigham St. Northboro, MA, 508-393-2444 
www.juniperhillgc.com,  CR,CL,PS,CH,SB,O 
35. MAPLEGATE COUNTRY CLUB (18) SP 
160 Maple St. Bellingham, MA, 508-966-4040 
www.maplegate.com,  CR,CL,PS,CH 
36. THE LINKS AT MASS GOLF (18) P, X 
300 W. Maine Rd. (Rt 123) Norton, MA
508-222-0555, www.linksatmassgolf.org  
CL,PS,CH,SB,O 
37. NORTON COUNTRY CLUB (18) SP 
188 Oak St. Norton, MA, 508-285-2400
www.nortoncountryclub.com,  CR,CL,CH,SB,O 
38. OLDE SCOTLAND LINKS (18) P
695 Pine St. Bridgewater, MA, 508-279-3344 
www.oldescotlandlinks.com,  CR,CL,SB,DR,O 
39. PINE OAKS G.C. (9) P
68 Prospect St., S. Easton, MA, 508-238-2320
www.pineoaks.com, CR,CL,CH,O
Retail Store
40. REHOBOTH C.C. (18) P 
155 Perryville Rd Rehoboth, MA, 508-252-6259 
www.rehobothcountryclub.com,  CR,CH,PS,O 
41. SHAKER HILLS G.C.  (18) P
146 Shaker Rd. Harvard, MA, 978-772-3330 
www.shakerhills.com
CR,CL,CH,PS,O
42. SHINING ROCK G.C. (18) SP 
91 Clubhouse Way, Northbridge, MA, 508-234-
0400, www.shiningrock.com,  CR,CL,CH,PS,O
43. WENTWORTH HILLS G.C.  (18) SP 
27 Bow St. Plainville, MA, 508-316-0240 
www.wentworthhillsgc.com, CR,CL,CH,PS,O 
 

MASSACHUSETTS RANGES
D. ATLANTIC DRIVING RANGE/ 
SHADOWBROOK (9) X 
754 Newport Ave. So. Attleboro, MA, 508-761-
5484, www.atlanticgolfcenter.com, heated tees, 
retail shop, mini golf, chip and putt 
E. STIX GOLF & BASEBALL FUN CENTER
582 Kelley Blvd., No. Attleboro, MA
508-695-0091, www.stixfuncenter.com, 
TrueStrike golf mats, grass tees, minigolf, batting 
cages, putting green, bunker, lessons

CONNECTICUT COURSES 
44. AIRWAYS G.C. (18) P
1070 S. Grand St., W. Suffield, CT
860-668-4973, www.airwaysgolf.com
CR,CL,CH,SB,O
45. ELMRIDGE GOLF CLUB (27) P
229 Elmridge Rd. Pawcatuck, CT, 860-599-2248 
www.elmridgegolf.com,  CR,CL,DR,PS,CH,O
46. FOX HOPYARD (18) SP
1 Hopyard Rd. East Haddam, CT 
860-434-6644, www.golfthefox.com  
CR,CL,CH,PS,DR,O
47. LAKE OF ISLES C.C. (18) P
Foxwoods Casino, Mashantucket, CT, 
860-312-3636, www.lakeofisles.com  
CR,CL,PS,SB,Rest.,O, Golf School
48. MOHEGAN SUN GOLF CLUB (18) P
7 Dows Ln. Baltic, CT  860-862-9230
www,mohegansungolfclub.com  CR,CL,PS,CH
golf packages, Lessons
49. PORTLAND GOLF CLUB (18) P
169 Bartlett St. Portland, CT 860-342-6107
www.portlandgolfclub.com  CR,CL,PS,O, Rest.
50. QUARRY RIDGE GOLF CLUB (18) SP
9A Rose Hill Rd. Portland, CT 860-342-6113
www.quarryridge.com  CR,CL,CH,PS,O riding 
only
51. RIVER RIDGE GOLF CLUB (18) P
259 Preston Rd. Griswold, CT
860-376-3268, www.riverridgegolf.com 
CR,CL,PS,CH,O
52. SHENNECOSSETT G.C. (18) P
93 Plant St. Groton, CT, 860-448-1867 
 www.shennygolf.com  CR,CL,CH,PS,Rest.,O
53. SKUNGAMAUG RIVER G.C. (18) SP
104 Folly Ln., Coventry, CT, 860-742-9348
www.skungamauggolf.com, CR,CL,CH,PS,O

MAP KEY

( ) = Holes                  PS = Pro Shop

P = Public   CH = Clubhouse

SP = Semi Private   O = Outings

X = Executive   SB = Snack Bar

CR = Cart Rental   CL = Club Rental

DR = Driving Range 

Our website 
www.snegolfer.com

has directions 
and information 
for each course.

www.beaverrivergolf.com
www.buttonhole.org
www.countryviewgolf.net
www.coventrypines.com
www.cranstoncc.com
www.crystallakegolfclub.com
www.exetercc.com
www.fairlawngolfcourse.com
www.fostercountryclub.com
www.harborlightsri.com
www.jamestowngolf.com
www.kingscrossinggolfclub.com
www.laurellanecountryclub.com
www.midvillegolfclub.com
www.newportnational.com
www.nkgc.com
www.pinecrestri.com
www.richmondcountryclub.net
www.rosehillri.com
www.triggs.us
www.windmillgolfri.com
www.winnapaugcountryclub.com
www.woodrivergolf.com
www.buttonhole.org
www.iwgolf.com
www.mulligansisland.com
www.baypointclub.com
www.bsgc.net
www.blissfulmeadows.com
www.bungaybrook.com
www.captainsgolfcourse.com
www.chemawagolf.com
www.chemawagolf.com
www.eastoncountryclub.com
www.hazeltongolfclub.com
www.hillsidecountryclub.com
http://www.johnfparkergc.com/
www.juniperhillgc.com
www.maplegate.com
www.linksatmassgolf.org
www.nortoncountryclub.com
www.oldesscotlandlinks.com
www.pineoaks.com
www.rehobothcountryclub.com
www.shakerhills.com
www.shiningrock.com
www.wentworthhillgc.com
www.atlanticgolfcenter.com
www.stixfuncenter.com
www.airwaysgolf.com
www.elmridgegolf.com
www.golfthefox.com
www.lakeofisles.com
www.mohegansungolfclub.com
www.portlandgolfclub.com
www.quarryridge.com
www.riverridgegolf.com
www.shennygolf.com
www.skungamauggolf.com


SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND GOLFER / June/July 2019 / 401-464-8445 / www.snegolfer.com 37

SNE GOLFER LOCATOR MAP

EVERY DAY RATES
Monday thru Sunday

Cart Fees $20.00 ($10.00 p.p.)

78A Woodville Alton Road
Hope Valley, RI 02832

Exit 2 off Route 95

401-364-0700

18 Holes  $22
13 Holes  $17
11 Holes  $15

Restaurant open to public 
Mon-Fri Lunch and Dinner 

Sat-Sun Breakfast Only
Restaurant open for Private Parties

and Functions Sat-Sun 11am-8:30pm
Daily Dinner Specials * Pub Menu

www.woodrivergolf.com

Wood River Golf
Weekends & Holidays Golf

18 holes - $37, After 12pm $27

Weekday Special
18 Holes w/cart $37, Valid 7am to 12pm (M-F) 
Not valid with other discounts, coupons, tournaments and outings Not valid holidays
Weekday Greens Fees - 18 holes $30 / Seniors $25, 9 Holes $20

2019

Tournament prices 18 holes w/cart $42 Min.
32 People Banquet and Golf League Dates 
Available. Call Pro Shop

www.rehobothcountryclub.com
www.woodrivergolf.com
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PEOPLE IN GOLF

Wh e n  C a t h e r i n e 
Carmignani was hired 
as the new Director of 

Communications & Marketing 
for Mass Golf, Jesse Menachem, 
the organizat ion’s  Executive 
Director/CEO said, “We received 
an overwhelming response to this 
position, but Catherine’s background 
and experience stood out and there 
was simply no question that she was 
the best fit for MassGolf.
   Only three months into her new 
position, Carmignani, the 33-year-
old Simmons College graduate 
is proving that Menachem was 
correct, handling with expertise in 
a competent, professional style, all 
external Mass Golf communications 
from the written word to social 
media, marketing and public 
relations. 
   Assisting Carmignani in her busy 
department are Mark Daly, manager 
of communications and one intern. 
Carmignani succeeds the talented 
Becky Blaeser, who served in the 
same capacity for the Mass. Golf 
Association and MassGolf for 18 
years.
   “We could not be more excited 
to have Catherine join our team 
to help MassGolf during what 
is an important time for our 
organization,” Menachem said.
   “I’m thrilled to be part of the 
MassGolf staff, and so happy to be 
working with the great group of 
people here,” said Carmignani, in 
a recent interview after returning 
from the U.S. Women’s Open at 
the Country Club of Charleston 
in South Carolina where she was 
following a trio of Massachusetts 
competitors: Shannon Johnson 
of Norton, Megan Khang of 
Rockland and Brittany Altomare of 
Shrewsbury.
   Carmignani, who grew up in 
Dudley, Massachusetts and played 
field hockey, tennis and basketball 
at Shepherd Hill High School. At 
Simmons she played rugby. She 
played occasional golf as a youth 
and into her college years, but now 

plays on a much more regular basis.
   Before joining MassGolf, 
Carmignani, who holds a masters 
degree from Springfield College in 
athletic administration, served as 
senior project manager at Paramount 
& Co. where she was responsible 
for overseeing all major collegiate 
accounts and providing guidance 
and full project management services 
for large-scale branding and event 
marketing activations in the sports 
and entertainment industry.
   Carmignani’s extensive resume 
also includes roles as women’s rugby 
coach at American International 
College and Salve Regina University, 
ass istant women’s basketbal l 
coach at Bay Path College, sports 
administration assistant for the Big 
East Conference and senior director 
of branding for the American 
Athletic Conference.
   Her experience in branding is 
important to MassGolf which 
rebranded its organization two years 
ago and introduced a successful and 
historic merger between the former 
Mass. Golf Association (MGA) and 
the Women’s Golf Association of 
Mass. (WGAM).
   “It’s been a smooth transition here 
from my previous position and I’m 
very grateful for Becky Blaeser’s 
assistance in the process when I 
came aboard,” said Carmignani, 
who can be reached at ccarmignani@
massgolf.org. 

Catherine Carmignani Joins 
Mass Golf 

Catherine Carmignani

By JAY GEARAN

Visit SNEGolfer 
online and sign-up 

to receive each 
issue delivered to 

your inbox.
You’ll also receive 
the lastest news 
and updates as 
they happen!

www.isellwhitecliffs.com
https://www.snegolfer.com
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Amateur begins with a Sponsor/
Contestant Tournament on Tuesday, 
June 18. The tournament proper begins 
the next morning at 8 a.m. Please 
follow scoring updates on our web site 
NortheastAmateur.com and find daily 
video updates from Don Coyne and 
daily news articles at the site as well 
onWednesday, June 19th – Saturday, 
June 22nd 2019. The final round usually 
concludes in the early afternoon with 
a nice jacket and trophy presentation.  
   If you can make any part of the 
tournament, you will have some 
wonderful memories and be able to 
say you saw that player before he was a 
star on Tour. The list of past champions 
include Colin Morikawa who also 
got an exemption into the Travelers, 
Peter Uihlein, Dustin Johnson, Luke 
Donald-twice, Notah Begay III, David 
Duval, Brett Quigley, Jay Sigel, Hal 
Sutton, John Cook, Ben Crenshaw, 
Ronnie Quinn-twice and many more 
that you would remember.

Northeast Amateur to 
Crown New Champ - Tony 
Romo Added to the Field

(Continued from Page 8)

Meet the Winners of 
the SNE Golfer Weekly 

Subscribers Raffle
(Continued from Page 7)

Thoughts While Waiting 
for the U.S. Open

(Continued from Page 10)

Western Mass Notebook
(Continued from Page 22)

Dave Ricci

Lorraine Peloquin

Bob Morrisette

Bob Coughlin

204th on the PGA Tour.
*Every time I drive by the old Firefly 
Golf Course in Seekonk I simply shake 
my head as I look as the once nicely 
manicured course now overgrown with 
weeds.  It was a fun track, particularly 
for those who were learning the sport.  
What a shame!
*Congratulations to Metacomet CC’s 
Jamie Lukowicz for capturing the low 
gross title at the RIGA’s 2019 John 
Burke Memorial.  Lukowicz shot an 
even-par score of 69 at Pawtucket 
Country Club and followed that up 
with a 1-under 70 at Shelter Harbor 
to claim the victory.
*Speaking of Metacomet CC, I had a 
chance to play there in a tournament 
about a month ago and I liked some 
of the changes.  Gone are many trees 
on the course, opening it up for better 
air circulation.  New furniture and a 
new paint job inside and out on the 
clubhouse has also brightened things 
up a bit.
*Finally, if you’re looking to treat your-
self to a nice round of golf at a private 
course and can’t afford that country 
club membership, check out Golfnow.
com.  Agawam Hunt (East Providence, 
RI) and Segregansett (Taunton, MA) 
are two private clubs offering limited 
tee times through the website.  
Scott Cordischi is a sports radio person-
ality who writes a column in each issue 
of snegolfer.com.

and 74, but at 6-over 146 missed by 
two strokes reaching the weekend. 
Garvin shines
   Agawam High School senior 
Angela Garvin was co-medalist 
a t  the  Nor th/Cent ra l /Wes t 
Massachusetts High School Girls 
Championship at CC of Greenfield. 
Garvin, who won the state title 
as a freshman, shot 74 to advance 
to the state championships at  
Pleasant Valley CC in Sutton on 
June 3. A few days earlier, Garvin 
helped lead Team Massachusetts 
to victory at the 116th Griscom 
Cup Matches against New York 
and Philadelphia. Garvin swept all 
six points in her singles matches at 
Worcester CC to help Massachusetts 
win the title. 

Russ Held is a retired sportswriter for 
the Springfield Republican and writes 
a Western Mass. Notebook in each 
issue of snegolfer.com. 

The Next Issue of SNEGOLFER.COM 
Will Be Coming Out on July 29th. 

Featured in that Issue will be travels 
to Maine, State AM Results, CVS 

Health Pictorial, and Much More...

SNE Golfer Hopes You’re Enjoying our New 
Website and improved User Experience! Stay 
Tuned this Summer for more improvements to 

the website and publication 

https://www.snegolfer.com


World-Class Pros
JUNE 23–24  |  Rhode Island Country Club
Ticketmaster.com/CharityClassic

The 2019 CVS Health Charity Classic will feature 
more than the world’s top golfers. Don’t miss Crave 
RI, a two-day, family-friendly culinary celebration 
featuring RI’s best food & drink with over 100 
restaurants and more than 150 beer, wine and 
non-alcoholic beverage pro�les. 

The Charity Classic has donated more than 
$22 million to charities across Southern New England 
over the last 20 years. Helping the community has 
never been so much fun! 

www.ticketmaster.com/charityclassic



